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Lhb fy & Graves, Waiwera April 22ble. 


STURNUS VULGARIS. 
STARLING. 
Ors Ginrrre Cuaracten. 
Bill ftraight. 
Tongue cleft. | 
Legs ftrong, covered with a few large {cales. 
Toes three forward, one backward, the centre conneéted 
to the outer one as far as the firft joint. 
SYNONYMS. ' 
Srurnus vurcaris. Lin. Syf. 1. ps 290. 1. Indi 
Orn. a. p. 92451. 
Stariine. Br. Zool. 1. 104. tab. 46. Ib. fol. tab. P.2. 
i jig. 1. Ar. Lool. 2. p. 331. A. Lath. 
Syn. 3. p. 2. 1b, Supt. p. 137. Mont. 
Orn. Did. Vol. 2. Bewick’s Britifo 
Birds, Pt. 1. p. 110+ 
Ts (US Bird ds about nine inches in length and thirteen in 
breadth, and weighs nearly three ounces and a half; bill 
fharp, an inch and a quarter long; gape extending beyond 
the eyes irides light hazel; tail fhort, compofed of twelve 


feathers; legs and claws ftrong. Colours alike in both fexes. 


TheSTARLING is common in mot parts of this country, it is 
gregarious, affociating in immenfe numbers with rooks, crows, 
or pigeons ; like them it reforts to new fown land, where it 
deftroys large quantities of worms and grubs, feeds alfo on 
grain and moft kinds of infects; whilft on the ground it fre- 
quently utters a fhrill whiftle ; it does not hop, but runs on 


the ground in the manner of the Lark genus. 
It 


{t builds a loofe neft compofed of dry grafs, and lays five 
or fix light blue eggs; the neft is ufually placed under the 
roofs of extenfive buildings, fometimes in holes in ruined 
walls, and lefs frequently in hollow trees. Its flight is regu- 
Jar, in the winter feafon it migrates from the more northern 
parts of Europe, but generally retires on the break-up of the 
froft ; when in flock thefe birds fly in circles, ftill continuing 


to make progreffive advancement. 


Except in the breeding feafon, it ufually roofts in martfhes, 
before fitting down for the night, the whole body fly round 
the {pot for a confiderable time, and theyall alight in an 
inftant, after which fora fhort time they continue to make a 
chattering noife, which alfo ceafes ‘very fuddenly, and no 
more is heard of them unlefs difturbed ; to guard againft fur- 
prife one is ufually placed on an eminence to give alarm, 
which it does by a particular note, on hearing of which, the 
whole flock immediately take wing and but feldom return for 


fome days to the place where they have been roufed. ° 
Provincial names, Stare, Chepfter, and Chep-Starling. 


Our figure was executed for the late WitLt1am CurrTIs. 


Lub.ly &: Graves Wetworth April, 2. 2 
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ANAS plan aces Hee 
SHOVEL.E R, 
Generic Cuaracter. See Anas Cygnus (ferus.) 


SINONY MS. 


Anas crypeata. Lin. Syl. 1. p. 200. 19. Tid. Ort. 
3 1 2% D: 856. cor” 
Suoveter. Br. Zool. 280. Ib. fol. 155. tab. Q. 4 
Ari. Lool. 2.485. Lath. Syn. 6: 
- p» 509-55 Mont. Orn. Did. Vol. 2. 
Bewick’s Br, Birds, Pt. 2. p. 310. 


, 2: 


‘Tu IS beautifully marked fpecies isin length about twenty- 
one inches, and weighs twenty-two ounces. Bill three inches 
long, the tip is nearly two inches broad, edges ftrongly pec- 
tinated ; nail fomewhat hooked; irides yellow; tail compofed 
of fourteen feathers; feet broad and ftrong. The female 
differs confiderably in colour, and with the exception of the 
blue on the wing, in the general appearance is much like the 


female pintail-; the length one inch lefs than the male. 


The SHovezer does not breed in this country, though it 
‘is faid fome “ remain in France during the breeding feafon ; 
that they make a neft of rufhes, in which they lay ten or a 
dozen rufous-coloured eggs.” On the approach of winter 


the 


the bird makes. its appearance in. this country, frequently af 
riving as early as the firft week in Odtober; the principal 
reforts of the {pecies are the fens of Lincolnfhire and Cam- 
bridge ; from the Ifle of Ely, they are very frequently fent 


with other fpecies of wild fowl to our London markets. 


Tts habits are ‘folitary and wild, feldom being met with in 
companies, as moft of the other fpecies are; it dives on the 
flighteft alarm, and retreats to a great diftance, this may be 
confidered as the moft fhy of the whole tribe ; it ufually leaves 
GregeBriiin the firft week in March, though this feafon we 
obferved a pair expofed for fale as late as the twenty-fourth 
of that month. Its flefh is generally held in high efteem, as 


being equal if not fuperior to that of the common wild-duck. 


Provincial names Blue-winged Shoveler, Spoon-Bill, Broad- 
Bill, and Kertlutock. 
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JYNX TORQUILLA. 


YW RAT NETO k. 


Generic CHARACTER. 


Bill round and fomewhat incurvated, 

Noftrils bare. 

Tongue long, feetiek, cylindrical, and terminated with 
an horny fubftance. 

Toes two forward and two backward. 

Tail compofed of ten flexible feathers. 


SYNONYMS. 


jvnx Torgurrra. Lin. Sy. 1. p. 172. Ind. Ovi. 
J | 1. p. 223. 1. | 
Wrayneck. Br. Zool. 1. 89. Id. fol 80. tab. F. Ge 
gah Avét. Zool. 2. p. 267.B, Lath. Syne 
2. p. 4%. tab. 24. Id, fupt. p..103 
Mont. Orn, DiG. Vol. 2. Bewick's 
Br. Birds, Pt, 1. Pp. 136+ 


Tue length of this bird is feven inches, breadth about 
‘eleven, it weighs three quarters of an ounce ; bill three-fourths 


of an inch long; irides light blood colour ; feathers on the 


- crown of the head erectable ; toes and claws very ane 


Colours alike in both fexes. 


This 


This elegant fpecies moft generally frequents woods and 
orchards, where it may frequently be obferved running up the 
branches of trees in fearch of infects ; thefe it fecures by means 
of its tongue, which is covered with a thick vifcid exudation, 
which completely fecures fuch infeéts as come in contact with 
it; ants and their eggs are eagerly fought after as a favourite 
food of this bird; it reforts to the ant-hills, into the crevices 
of which it introduces its tongue, which eafily penetrates by 
having its tip of a harder fubftance than the other parts ; the 
infects being thus roufed endeavour to efcape, but fuch as 
endeavour to crofs,the tongue are fure to adhere and are imme- 


diately drawn out and devoured, 


The Wryneck makes its neft in the hole of a tree, at the 
bottom of which, little elfe is to be found than the decayed 
parts of the tree, on thefe it lays eight or ten beautiful femi- 
tranfparent white eggs; during the time of incubation it is 
very tenacious of its retreat, and if an attempt be made to 
moleft it, boldly {trikes at the offender with its bill; at thig 
time it erects its creft, and utters a loud hiffing noife, and 
fhould the male bird be at hand, it will frequently flutter 
round the intruder, uttering a picreing {cream not unlike 
that of the Keftrel Hawk; it is alfo obferved to make this 
call on its firft arrival in this country, but ufually difcontinues 


it as foon as the female Coats to fit, 


The name of Wryneck has been given to this bird from its 
continual habit of writhing and twifting its neck, particularly 
when alarmed, its tongue is thruft out, and it continues thefe 


motions for an hour together want difturbed. 


Notwithftanding 


-Notwithftanding the haunts of this fpecies are ufually 
confined to the neighbourhood of large trees, we have found 
it under fuch circumftances as to be induced to believe it fome- 
times breeds on extenfive commons among furze ; we fhot 
one which proved a female, from off a little clump of furze, 
which had nearly loft all the breaft feathers through incubating ; 
almoft immediately after we {prung the male, who continued 
to fly round us, and {creamed for a great length of time while 
we were fearching after the nett, which we were not fo for- 
tunate as to find, but from the continued anxiety difplayed by 
the male we have no doubt was near the {pot. “f 

Few birds are more likely to efcape general notice than the 
prefent, as when at reft it is hardly to be difcerned from the 
tree whereon it is fixed, by reafon of its colours approxima- 


ting fo nearly with the furrounding objets. 


It ufually precedes the cuckog a week or ten days, and is 
known (from this circumftance) in parts by the name of 
Cuckoo’s mate, befides which it is called Snake-Bird, Long- _ 
‘Tongue, Emmet-Hunter, and Hifling-Bird. 


Pub. ty Graves WhInorth May, 25 


STRIX STRIDULA., 


TAWNY OWL. 


Generic CHaracrer. See Strix Bubo, 


SYNONYMS. -* 


Strix srripuLa. Lin, Syf. 1. p. 133.9. Ind. Ora. 
De Die Os Ors ; 
Tawny Own Br. Zool. 1.68. Id. fol. 7. tab. B. fig. 
3. Ari. Lol. 2. p.237. B. Mont. 
Orn, Di. 2. Bewick’s Br. Birds, 
 Phea. 2. Oi. | | 
Straix-Axruco. Lin, Sy. 1, p.130. 7. Ind. Orn 2s 


59. 26. 

Brown Owt. Sr. Zool. 69. tab. 32. Lb. fol. p. 7% 
tab. B. fig. 1. Aré#. Lool. 2. 125. 
Mont. Orn. Dif. Vol. 2. 

Axruco Own. Lath, Syn. p. 134. 20. - 


oe ED 


ez NGTH of this fpecies nearly fourteen inches, breadth 
two feet feven inches, weight fifteen ounces. Bill ftrong, about 
-an inch and a quarter in length, much hooked; eyes very 
dark, they are larger in this than in any other Britith fpecies, 
end are furrounded witht hair like feathers, which have their 
fhafts projecting half an inch beyond the webs; legs ftrong, 
~ and covered with feathers to the toes ; claws fharp and ftrong, 
when the foot is diftended, it covers a [pace nearly three inches 
fquare ; tail compofed of twelve feathers. Both fexes agree 


in 


in colour. ‘The female exceeds confiderably in has being 
feventeen inches long and two feet ten inches wide, and 


weighing nineteen ounces. 


The Tawny is the moft common of the Britifh Owls, it 
reforts to woods, and particularly to plantations of fir, where 
it conceals itfelf during the day ; at the approach of night it 
makes its appearance, and is eafily diftinguifhed from all its 
congeners by its hooting, which noife it makes both when on 
wing and at reft, befides which it frequently utters a harfh 


{creaming note. ‘This is the only fpecies known to hoot. 


Owing to the fize of the pupil of the eye, this {pecies is 
unable to endure the light of day, and fhould it be difturbed 
or made to take wing in the day-time, it flies frequently 
again{t trees, and we have known one to fly with fuch force 
againft the fide of a barn, as to bring it to the ground, quite — 
ftunned with the violence of the blow. 


It breeds in the decayed hollows of trees, and fometimes in. 
barns and ruined edifices, its neft is of a very flight texture, 
and compofed of fuch foft materials as the place may afford ; 
when it lays in the holes of trees, the eggs are moftly depo- 
fited on the decayed wood without any neft: it lays two or 
three opaque dufky white eggs, which are of a “* roundith 
form.” The young are eafily brought up by hand, and are 
very ufeful in barns or granaries, being moft excellent. 
moufers ; they are at firft covered with light-coloured down. 


The food of this, like moft other fpecies, confifts of young 


hares and rabbits, rats, mice, and pigeons, in queft of the 
latter 


latter it is frequently known to enter pigeon-houfes, In the 
cavity of a tree where this bird had bred, were found among 
} % 


its caftings, the head and bones of fome {pecies of {nake. 


Mr. Pennant has deferibed a variety of this bird as a 
diftin@ fpecies, under the name of the Brown Owl ; authors 
have held different opinions, fome regarding the brown variety 
as the female. Mr. MontTacueE however mentions that he 
has killed them both from the fame neft, confequently he 
confiders them as mere varieties ; in confirmation of which, 
we can ftate, that in the early part of laft year (1811) a pair, 
the one brown and the other tawny, were fhot from the neft, 
which was formed in the hollow of an old pollard, on 
Dulwich-Common; the brown one on diffection proved to be 
the male. 


Provincial names, Ivy-Owl, Wood-Owl, Hooting-Owl, 
Screech-Owl, and Howlet. a 
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FALCO A RUGINOSUS. 
MOOR BUZZARD. 
rE 


Generic CuHaracTer. See Falco Chryfeatos. 


\ 


SYNONYMS. 


sparen oo 
rigs hat 
5 


‘Farco arucinosus, Lim Syf. 1. p. 190.29. Ind. 

3 Orn. 1. Pi 25. 53: 

Moor Buzzarp. Br. Zool.-1.° 57. Lb. fol. 67. tab. 
Ay 56. AnE i Lokivaup. 19250 D.. 
Lath, Sytts tp. 53+ - Lb. fupt. p15. 
Mont. Orn. Did. Vol. 2. Bewick's 
Br. Birds. Pt. 10. Pp. 61. 


ree ee 


‘Luss. {pecies: is'about twenty-one inches in length, nearly 
three feet in breadth, and weighs twenty-two ounces. Bill 
am inch: andi a half Jong, having a flight notch near the tip ; 
irides: yellow ; legs andi claws long and flender. Colours of 
the female not fo bright as thofe of the male, whicthit exceeds 
in fize, being about twenty-four inches in length : both fexes 
vary in colour, they are fometimes found of an entire choco- 


colate brown, alfo with the head and neck white. 


The Moor Buzzarp is not‘fo generally difperfed as fome 
of its congeners, it ufually affects moift barren fituations, fuch 
as {wampy moors and commons, and fandy fpots near the fea ; 
with us they are a fhy folitary bird, but Mr. Monracur 

fays, 


fays, ‘* he has feen as many as nine at one time feeding on the 
carcafe of a fheep on the fandy flats on the coaft of Carmar- 
thenfhire.’’ 


It breeds ufually on the ground, though it has alfo been’ 
known to build on trees; laft feafon a pair built their nett, 
compofed of flicks, grafs, and the leaves and decayed {talks 
of the following rufh (Butomus umbellatus) in an ofier ground 
near the Grand-Surrey-Canal, on the Deptford-Road ; it was 
placed on a {mall hillock, juft above the water’s edge, and 
contained five dufky white eggs, two of them were {plafhed 
with ruft coloured fpots at the larger end; the female was 
thot from the neft, and being but flightly wounded lived in 
confinement for fome months; it was fed with frogs,. mice, 
worms, beetles, the entrails*of fith and other animals, and 


was particularly voracious. 


In its wild ftate this bird feeds on rabbits, hares, the young 
of the coot and moor-hen, it alfo frequents the haunts of 
lapwings and plovers, and deftroys numbers of their young 3 it 
is not as fluggifh as the common buzzard, though by no means 
an active bird on wing; in the {pring whilft the female is 
incubating, the male frequently foars to a great height, and 


is on wing during the greater part of the day, 


They are very attentive to their young, and alternately go 
in queft of food; the male has been known to relieve the 


female during the time of incubation. 


Provincial names, Bald Hawk or Buzzard, Duck Hawk,, 
White-Headed Harpy. 
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FULICA CHLOROPUS. 


COMMON GALLINULE. 


GENERIC CHARACTER. 


Bill thick at the bafé, compreffed at the fides, having a 

_. bare fkin’ extending from its bafe up the forehead. 

. Wings and tail fhort, 

Legs flattened at the fides. 

Toes long, divided to their origin; and furnifhéed with 
a narrow ferrated edging. 


SYNONYMS. 
Furica CuLoropus. Lin. Syff. 1. p. 258. 4 
GALLINULA CHLOROPUS, Ind. Orit, 2. He. 1 
Common Gatuinute. Br. Zool. 2. 217. tab. 77. 
Ib. fol. 231. tabs L. 1. Av. Zool. 
2.411. Ib. fupt. p. 6g. Lath. Syn. 
5. p. 258. 12 Mont. Orn. Didt. 
Vol. 1. Bewick's Br. Birds, Pty 1. 
P1236. in 


luewety fourteen, and breadth twenty-two inches, 
weight twelve to fixteen ounces. Bill ftrong, an inch and a 
quarter long, the {kin at the bafe is of a bright {carlet colour 
during the fpring, but asthe year advances it becomes paler, 
and in winter is frequently white ; irides red; toes long; the 
fkiti above the knee is of a fcarlet colour in the male, but in 


1 


the 


the female inclines to yellow ; the general hue of both fexes 
is alike; the female is the paleft coloured, and is fomewhat 
lefs than the male. 


This prefent is an abundant {pecies, frequenting moft ftreams 
and ponds, particularly fuch as are well fheltered with trees 
and abound in fedge, amongit which it lies concealed during 
the greater part of the day; towards evening it quits its 
retreat, and may be found fkulking along under banks or trees 
that overhang the ftream; on the flighteft alarm it fquats 
down, or if on the water dives to a diftance, and on its attain- 
ing the furface, the head is the only part that can be obferved ; 
it but feldom takes wing, and flies very badly, with its legs 
dangling down in a very awkward manner; whilft either 
running or {wimming, its tail is continually flirted up ; it is faid 
to perch on trees when alarmed, though its feet do not feem 


calculated for that purpofe. 


The Moor-Hen (as it is moft ufually called) forms its neft 
of coarfe grafs, rufhes, and flags, it is generally placed ona — 
floping bank, fcarcely above the water’s level, owing to which 
’ circumftance, many of the nefts are deftroyed by the rifing of 
the water; it lays eight to ten eggs of a light brown, f{plafhed 
with ruft colour; the young are at firft covered with a thick 
black down, and take to the water almoft as foonas excluded, 
though they continue to receive the attention. of the parent 
birds till towards the fall of the year. 


‘The female fits about twenty days, in which office fhe is 
frequently relieved by the male; at this time if they are. 
alarmed, the male will often utter a fhrill fcream, and 


fometimes 


fometimes takes wing, and continues a low whiltling note 
until the alarm has fubfided. | 


It feeds on infects, worms, aquatic feeds, and roots, and 
may frequently after harveft be found in ftubble fields, picking _ 
up fcattered grain; at this time their flefh is well flavoured, 


though at other feafons it is frequently rank and fifhy. 


Numbers of the young are deftroyed by the Moor Buzzard 
and other fpecies of hawk, alfo by trout and pike; when 
taken young they foon become familiar, and will affociate 
with ducks, and readily attend them to the farm yard. Its 
provincial names, are Moor-Hen, Moor-Coot, Marfh-Hen, 
Cuddy, and Water-Hen. | 


* 


ans 


Pub ty @: Groves . Welworth June,r.102 . 


FALCO CHRYSEATOS. 


GOLDEN EAGLE. 
Cm 
GENERIC CHARACTER. 


Bill. ftirong, hooked, covered at the bafe with Cere.. : 

Noftrils fituated in the Cere. 

Tongue cleft. 

Toes three forward, one backward, the middle toe con- 
neéted to the outer one to the firft joint. 

Claws large and hooked, the hind and infide front claws 
of the fame fize. 


SYNONYMS. 


Farco Curyseatos. Lin. Sy. 1. p. 125. 5. Ind. 
ae Orn. 1. p. 12. 8. 
Goupen Eacur. Br. Zool. 1. 42. tab. 16. ID, i 
p- 61. tab. A. Aré. Zool. 2.214. A. 
Lath. Syn. 1. p. 31. 1b. fupt. p. 106 
Mont. Orn. Did. Vol. 1. Bewick’s 
Br. Birds, Pt. 1. p. 47. Cat. of the 
London Mufeum, p. 40. female, p. 39. 


a EI pense TS 


Ta IS bird meafures from tip to tip of the wings fome- 
what more than eight feet ; in length three feet fix inches, 
and it weighs from twelve to fourteen pounds. Bill very 
ftrong, much hooked, and very fharp at its edges ; irides yel- - 
low ; legs fhort, covered with feathers to the toes; claws 


very 


very"long; ffiarp, and {trong, the hind ones ‘being more than 
three inches in length. The female correfponds in colour, 
except being flightly dafhed with white onthe under fide ; it 
is confiderably larger than the male, fometimes being nine feet 


in breadth, and four in length, and weighing fixteen pounds. 


This fpecies builds in the moft inacceffible rocks in thé north 
of England, Treland, Scotland, and fome of the Scottith ifles, 
it has alfo been known to breed in North Wales, ‘but in all 


thefe parts is very rare ; it lays three or four white eggs. 


About two years ago one of thefe birds, afemale, was fhot 
near Brompton, in Middlefex, and was prefented by the 
Compte de Vanpes to the London Mufeum, from which 
fpecimen our figure was taken ; within 2 week of the fame 


time, a male of this {pecies was fhot near Godalming, Surrey. 


The Golden Eagle feeds on hares, rabbits, lambs, and the 
larger kinds ‘of poultry ; * and in order to extirpate them from 
the Orkney-Tflands, there is a law which entitles any one 
killing an Eagle, to a hen out of every houfe in the parith 
where it may be killed.” 
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STRIX PASSERINA, 


BITLLE OF L, 


Generic Cyaracrer. See Strix Bubo. 


SYNONYMS, 


Strix Passerina. Lin. Sy. 1. p. 133. 12. Ind. 
Ora. 1. p. 65. 46. 


-Lirtre Own, Br. Zool.1.70. tb. fol. 73. tab. B. 5. 


Ariz. Zool. 2. 126. Lath, Syn. 4. 
p. 150.40. Mont. Orn. Dif. Vol. 2. 
Cat. of the London Mufeum, p. 43. 


a 
Lencru nearly nine, and breadth fourteen inches, 
weight about two ounces anda half. Bill broad at the bafe, 
and much curved, furrounded with hair-like feathers, which 
project beyond the bill ; irides light yellow with green reflec- 
tions; legs feathered to the toes, which are covered with 


down, interfperfed with hairs ; claws long and flender. Thefe 


birds are fubject to confiderable variation in the colour of their 


_ plumage ; the female rather exceeds in fize. 


This is a very rare bird, and is but feldom known to breed 
in this country ; our friend Mr. Goucu, of Middlefhaw, in 
Weftmoreland, informs us, “* a pair took up their abode in 2 


barn, in that village, in the {pring of 1811, one of which died 


_ by fome accident ; another pair bred in a chimney, in the fame 


neighbourhood, 


neighbourhood, a year or two before. They. frequently fly 
by day, and‘do not court the fhades of night fo much as 
the other fpecies.”” 


It feeds on mice and other fmall animals, and ufually builds 
in chimnies and old ruined buildings; it lays five roundifh 


white eggs, blotched with cream colour-and light brown. 


A fine fpecimen of this bird is in the London Mufeum, 


from which our figure was taken. 
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CORVUS CARYOCACTATES. 


NUTCRACKER. 


Generic CyHaracrer. See Corvus Corax. 


_ SYNONYMS. 


Corvus caryocactates. Lin, Syf. 1. p.157. 10. 
| . Ind. Orn. 1. p. 164. 39- 

Nutcracker. Br. Zool. Appdx. tab. 1. Aré. Zool. 2. 
p. 252. D. Lath. Syn. 1. p. 400. 
38. Ib. fupt. p. 82. Mont. Orn. 
Did. Vol. 2. Bewick's Br. Birds, 
Pioi. p. 128 


Tu S rare fpecies is about thirteen inches in length, and 
weighs between eight and nine ounces. Bill two inches long, 
the bafe thickly befet with fharp pointed feathers inter{perfed 
with briftles ; eyes light hazel ; legs very flrong ; claws fhort, 
and much curved. | 


But few inftances are on record of this bird having been 
found in England; the fpecimen from which our figure was 
executed was fhot in Devonfhire, and prefented by Mr. Har- 
RISON, of Parliament-Street, to Mr. BULLOCK, proprietor 
of the London Mufeum. | 


Thefe birds are found in abundance in many parts of Eu- 
rope, particularly Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Burgundy, 
and 


and ‘“ the pine forefts of Ruffia and Siberia, and all over 
Kamtfchatka ;” they are faid to feed ae on the feeds 
of the pine. il 


The Nutcracker takes its name from the facility with 
which it breaks nuts to get at the kernels 5 this it does by firft 
fixing the nut in a crevice in the bark of a tree, and {plitting 
it by repeated ftrokes of its bill. It is faid to build in holes 
, of trees, which it adapts to this purpofe with its bill in the 
manner of the wood-pecker. We are unacquainted with 


the eggs. 


>. 
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- CAPRIMULGUS ‘EUROPAUS. 


EUROPE EAN GOATSUCKER. 


‘Grneric Cuanacten. 


Bill fhort; ‘hooked at the end’; gape very wide, setetdie 
beyond the eyes; upper mandible furnifhed with a 

«tow of ftiff briftles along the nies 

*. Tongue pointed, entire. | 

fegs fhort and fcaly: - 

Toes connefted by.a membrane as far as the fir j tails 
middle claw ferrated. 

Tail compofed of ten feathers. 


BYNeNY HS 
sigs Sah a Evurodets. Lin, Syft. 13 p. 946. “1. 
Ind. Orn. 2. p. 584. 5: W. Curti$ 
Mf. 
Nocrurnan Goarsucker. Br. Zool. 2.173. tab, 5Qe 
Ib. fol. 97. tab. R. 1. 
Hunan ih Goatsucxer. Ar&: Zool. 2. p. 437. A 
7 Hift. Selborne. p. 62.94. Lath. Syn. 
4. P. 593- 5+ 1b. fupt. p. 194. Mont. 
Orn. Dif. Vol. 1. Bewick's Br. Birds, 
Pile eons, ; 


Linctu exceeding teninches ; breath neatly eighteen ; 
weight about three ounces, Bill fmall and weak; mouth 
large ; ; irides large and dark ; legs {caly, fhort, feathered be- 
pi the knees ; the inner edge of the centre claw curioufly 
) ferrated. 


ferrated. The general colour: of the female is like the male, 
but the pale has an oval white fpot o on the two outfide tail 


feathers. 


The Goatfucker arrives in this corny early in May, 
and remains through the fummer, leaving us towards the end 
of September or beginning. of October ;, .it lays, on the ground 

without any, appearance of, neft, two. oblong-oval, eggs (larger 
than thofe of a blackbird), moft beautifully varied: with; light 
and dark brown, interfperfed with ath colour, not greatly un- 
like the elegant markings of the bird; the eggs are frequently 
placed on a decayed plant of fern. “While incubating, the 
male is very attentive to his mate, bringing her “infects and 
keeping watch in cafe of danger; but we never obferved it 


take to the eggs eS the abfence of the female. 


alee. a temains tll be dul Py, evening, + ite it goes in 
queft of food, which confift of beetles, moths, and other 
infe@s, particularly the chaffer, thefe: it does! not {wallow 
immediately, but: after it has -colle&ed a quantity in. its 
mouth. it ‘retites to “devour them, firft difgorging and then 
fwallowing them fi ingly: Whiltt flying it utters a fhrill 
fqueak, and often. ftrikes its wings: together, which make a 
fmart’ {napping noife > this is ufually made when alarmed ; 
in perching it does not place itfelf acrofs a branch, but refts 
its whole body along.the.tree, which, makes-it. very difficult to 
find, where it utters a Joud noife, refembling. the. brifk, turn 
ing of a fpinning-wheel 5. ‘if roufed in the day- time it. flies badly 
and frequently ftuns itfelf ag gaintt trees, but in the evening and 
In_moon light nights it {ports on wing. _ in the fame manner and 

with 


qwith almoft as much agility as the fwallow.’ Sometimes, when 
fying with great: fwiftnefs, they will clofe’ their wings and 
| drop to the ground in an inftant ; we have repeatedly attempted 
to furprife them in this flate, but, in general, they are too 
quick ; , we rather fuppofe they defcend in this) manner to 
feize fome infe&t, which their fuperior power of fight argon 
them to satin Shoei at a DRE 
This fpecies is very abundant on Sydenham-Common and 
the wood in its vicinity, we have feen a dozen or more to- 
gether flying about like fwallows; they are met with alfo in 
the neighbourhoods of Hornfey, Coome-Wood, Enfield- 
Chace, and feveral other places within a few miles of London 3 


it is difperfed all over the kingdom. 


The intelligent author of the Hiftory of Selborne, when — 
{peaking of the agility of this bird, fays: “‘ A Fern Owl, 
this evening (Auguft 27) fhowed off in a very unufual and 
entertaining manner, by hawking round and round the cir- 
cumference of my great fpreading oak for twenty times fol- 
lowing, keeping moftly clofe to the grafs, but occafionally 
glancing up amidit the boughs of the tree. This amufing 
bird was then in purfuit of a brood of fome particular plicilena 
belonging to the oak, of which there are feveral forts, and 
exhibiting on the occafion a command of wing fuperior I 
' think to that of the fwallow itfelf. 


«¢ When a perfon approaches the haunts of fern owls in an 
evening, they continue flying round the head of the obtruder ; 
and by ftriking their wings together above their backs, in the 
manner that the pigeons called fmiters are known to do, make 


a {mart 


afmart {ndp ; perhaps at that time they are jealous of their 
young ; and their noife and geftures are intended by way of 


menace.” 
Our figure was executed for the late W. Curtis. — 
Its provincial names, Night-Hawk,-Dorr-Hawk, Fern» 


Owl, Churn-Owl, Goat-Owl, Wheel-Bird, Night-Jarr, 
‘and Night-Swallow. 94 
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PELECANUS LOPHURUS. 
TUFTED SHAG. 
sore: 


Generic CuaractTer. See Pelecanus Carbo. 


SyNONYMS. 


Turrep Suac or THE Bass. Bullock’s Catalogue to 
the London seth p- 68, 8v0. €d. 


Ss eae 


Tu IS f{pecies correfponds in fize with the common fhag, 
but differs confiderably in elegance of form. Bill three inches 
long, flender ; irides bright green ; crown of the head orna- 
mented with a tuft of forty-fix narrow feathers, which have 
a flight inclination forward, thefe do not appear to be erectable 

at pleafure ; the pouch is fmall and minutely fpeckled with 
 plack ; tail compofed of twelve ftiff round pointed feathers ; 
legs flender. The fpecimen from, which our figure was taken 
‘6 was fhot on the Bafs ifland in the Frith of Forth, where 
_ they are fuppofed to breed and remain all the year.” 


Mr. BuitLock mentions that two-of thefe birds, both 
females, were fhot by him on the oth of May 1807; the 
ovaries of both fpecimens contained a number of {mall eggs, 
and from the account of the perfon who takes the young 
Gannets at the Bafs, and who poffeffes confiderable knowledge 
of the birds that vifit it, there can be but little doubt of its 
being-a new fpecies, and of ‘its rearing its young in the inac- 

| ceffible 


ceffible precipices of that ifland,” land he further’ remarks 
‘¢ the flefh was eaten and found to be entirely deftitute of that 
rancid fmell and tafte that affects the generality of the cor- 


morant tribe.’’ 


We have called this fpecies Lophurus, in contradiftin@ion to 
Crifiatus, though both terms have the fame meaning ; the latter 
_ has been taken up by Dr. LATHAM, and applied as a {pecific 
name to the crefted {hag ; our appellation may be retained as a 
fpecific name to the prefent, fhould further experience con- 


firm the prefent opinion of its being a diftin@ {pecies. 


Our figure was taken from the {fpecimen above alluded to 
in the London Mufeum. 
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ANAS CLANGULA, 


GOLDEN EYE. 


Generic Cuyaracter. See Anas Cygnus (ferus.) 


SYNONYMS. 


Anas Crancura. Lan. Syft. 1. p.:201. 29. Ind. 
Orn, 2. p. 867. 87. W. Curtis Mf 
Gotprn Eyz. Sr. Zool. 2. 276. Ib. fol. 154. tab. 
Addenda. Aré&. Zool. 2. 486. Mont. 
Orn. Di. Vol.1. Bewick’s Br. Birds, 
Pt. 2. p. 330. 


an ceeeemememmemnenae! 
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Ta IS f{pecies is about nineteen inches inlength, rather 
exceeding thirty in breadth, and weighs ‘two pounds. Bill 
fhort, very thick at the bafe ; irides bright gold colour ; fea- 
thers on the head particularly thick, giving the bird a difpro- 
portioned appearance ; legs fhort and thick ; toes long.”” The 
female differs fo much in colour that it will form the fubje& 


of a future plate. 


The Goxpen Eye is rather a fcarce fpecies, being but 
feldom met with except in {mall flocks of four to fix birds ; 
they are very fhy and difficult of accefs; they are fometimes 
fent to the London markets with other fpecies, from the fens 
of Lincolnfhire. and Cambridge ; they are a local bird, and 
if unmolefted return many years in fucceflion to the fame 

haunts 


haunts inthe winter. Mr. GoucH informsus that fome were 
feen on the rivers in Weftmoreland, November 9, 1798, 


which was confidered a very unufual circumftance. 


They generally arrive in this country in the month of 
October, and do not leave till towards the end of April ; they 
fly very quick and to a great height, making a loud noife 
in their flight, and are remarkable good divers. 


The male bird is furnifhed with a labyrinth, and has a 
“f{welling in the trachia, by which the {pecies is readily difco- 


vered, though fubject to confiderable variety in colour. 


Our figure was executed for the late Witt1am Curtis. 
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> SILVIA 


MOTACILLA PHQENICURUS, 
REDSTART. 


Generié Cuaracres. See Motacilla lufcinia. 


SYNONYMS. 


Moracitta Poanicurus. Lin. Sy/f. 1. ps 335 34e 
Ind. Orn. 2. pe 511. 15. 


Repstart. Jy. ies 146. Ib. fal. 99. tab. S. fie 
6. 7. Ar. Zool. 2. p. 416. Be 
Lath. Syn. 4. p. 421. 11. Mont. 
Orn. Did. Vol. 2. Bewick's Br. Birds 
eat Pp. 219- 


ape E weight of this fpecies rather exceeds half an ounce, 
it is fix inches in length and eight and a half in breadth. 
Bill fhort ; irides hazel ; legs and claws flender. The female 
is light brown where the male is grey, and the other colours 


are confiderably duller than in the male. 


This is a migratory fpecies, arriving in this country from 
the aith of April till the 2d of May, and quitting from 
the goth of September to the 8th or 12th of OGober. On its 
appearing, it begins to fing; its note is pleafing though not 
of very long duration, and will frequently continue to fing at 
intervals the night through, whilft the female is incubating ; 
as foon as the young are excluded, it becomes filent, and is 
feldom heard to utter more than its call from the gth of June 

till 


sae 
oe” 


till the. beginning of July, at which period the young have 
left the neft, when it again refumes its fong ; but not fo loud 
or frequently as before, and continues it till it quits this 
country ; whilft finging, its tail is continually jerked up in 


a very fingular manner. 


The Redftart builds in holes in decayed trees and old walls, 
frequently placing the neft between the trunk of a tree and a 
plant of ivy or woodbine that may be growing round: it ; 
this fpring, we took the neft from out of a thick bufh of 
woodbine, it contained five eggs ; two weeks afterwards, the 
fame pair of birds had‘ formed a fecond neft in the fame fpot, 
which contained four eggs ; thefe they have now reared. The 
neft is compofed of mofs, lined with hair and feathers ; it lays 
five or fix light-blue eggs ; the young are at firft {peckled in 
the fame manner as the young of the Redbreaft ; but this they 
lofe at the firft moult. ; 


This fpecies feeds on infects, worms, and foft berries, as: 


currants, ftrawberries, rafpberries, and the like. 


Its provincial names are, Redtail, Firetail, Redrump, 
Brandtail, and Redtailed Flycatcher. 
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RALLUS PORZANA, 


SPOTTED GALLINULE. 


Generic Cuaractsr. See Gallinula Chloropus. | 


SYNONYMS. 


Rattus Porzana. Lin. Syft. 1. p. 262, 3. Ind. 
: Orn. 2. p. 772. 19. 
Sporren Garrtinue. Br. Zool.2.215. Ib. fol. 130. 
tab, L*.1.. Aré?. Zool. fupt. p. 69. 
Lath. Syn. 5. p. 264.18. Mont. Orn. 
Did. Vol. 1. Bewick's Br. Birds, 
Ping. p25. 


‘Lurs elegant bird is in length nine inches, in breadth 
about fifteen, and its weight rather exceeds four ounces. Bill 
three-fourths of an inch long ; irides light red; legs delicately: 
flender ; colour. alike in both fexes; the female has not the 


bare {kin.on the forehead of fo. bright a colour as in the male. 


The: Spotted Water Hen is one of the moft beautiful of 
our water birds ; it frequents'‘marfhes and fhallow ftreams of 
water, where it breeds ; is met in greater abundance within 
a. few miles: of London, than perhaps in any other parts.of 
this kingdom ;. its neft is compofed of fticks, decayed grafs, 
and rufhes, and is faid to be faftened to a living plant, by which 
it is prevented from being carried away by the rifing of-the 
water ; it lays fix or feven white eggs about the fize of 2 

blackbird’s. 


blackbird’s: “The young take to the water as foon as hatched, 
and do not require the future care of the parent ; notwith- 


ftanding which, they keep together till the enfuing autumn. 


We have known this bird to breed in fields to the left of 
the Kent-Road, called Roll’s-Meadows; one of them was 
killed, after which they forfook the fpot. 


Few birds run with greater facility than the prefent, as it 
makes its way through the thickeft herbage, or runs on the 
furface of the foft mud; in the dufk of evening it may be 
feen fearching for flugs, worms, and infeéts, and readily dif 
covered by its craking call ; it flies badly, though, after being 
repeatedly roufed, it will fometimes afcend to a confiderable 
height. 


This has generally been confidered as a migratory {pecies, 
but we much doubt whether that is the cafe, as we have 
repeatedly known them expofed for fale on the ftalls of 
the London poulterers during winter, particularly in the 
winter of 1811—-12. On the goth of December 1811, five 
were for fale at one fhop, and we purchafed two the latter- 
end of the month following; in fact, we have heard cf or 


feen them almoft every month in the year. 


Its provincial names are Spotted Water-Hen, Spotted 
Rail, Leffer Spotted Water-Rail, Skitty, and Water-Crake. 


“Sis 
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MERGUS MERGANSER. 


GOOSANDER. 


Generic CHARACTER. 


Bill flender, depreffed, both mandibles ferrated on the 
edges, the point of the upper mandible furnifhed 
with a curved nail. 

Tongue ferrated on the fides. 

Noftrils fall, fituated near the centre of the bill. 

Toes as in the duck tribe with thefe exceptions, that 
the outer toe is the longeft, and the hind one has a 
kind of fin attached to it. 


SYNONYMS. 


Merevs Merecanser. Linz. Syl. 1. p. 208.2. Ind 

! Orn. p. 828.1. W. Curtis Mf. 

Mercanser. W. Curtis Mf. 

GoosanDER or MERcanszeR. Br. Zool. 2. 260. tab. 

’ 92. fige1. tb. fol.147. Ar. Zool, 

2.465. Ib. fupt.p.73. Lath. Syn. 
6.p. 418.1. Mont. Orn. Did. Vol. 1. 
Bewick’s Br. Birds, Pt. 2. p. 228. 


66 
: Ta IS fpecies varies exceedingly in weight, fometimes 
weighing above five pounds and at others lefs than three ; its 
length is about two feet four to fix inches, and breadth nearly 
three feet fix inches. Bill three inches and a quarter long, 
on the infide of the upper mandible are a double row of fmall 
ferratures, 


ferratures, fimilar-to thofe onthe edges of the bill ; the tongue 
has alfo a double row of thefe kind of teeth along the middle, 
and a fingle row on each fide, interf{perfed with thick briftles, - 
the teeth on the upper furface are not obfervable except when 
it is in the act of taking food; irides red; feathers on the 
hind parts of the head and neck loofe and long, thefe it can 
raife or deprefs at pleafure ; tail compofed of eighteen feathers ; 
legs ftrong.”” Weare at prefent uncertain with refpe@ to the 


identity of the female. 


The colour of the breaft in very old birds is generally white, 
and we doubt much whether they lofe the rofy buff colour 


till fix or feven years old. 


The trachia of this fpecies is curioufly enlarged, having 
three fwellings that it can fill with air at pleafure, and which 
are moft probably provided to affift the bird in refpiration 
under water, where it frequently remains a long time in 
fearch of food. 


The Goofander is a rare vifitant in the fouthern parts of 
this ifland, though not very uncommon on the more northern ; 
it is faid to breed in the Orknies and remain there the year, 
though in very fevere weather it reforts to our rivers and lakes ; 
on the 29th of November 1811, two of thefe birds were taken 
ina net by a fifherman in the Thames, near Woolwich ; they 
were kept alive for fome months (from one of them our de- 
fcription was taken) ; they were fed on {mall fifh, particularly 
fprats and herrings, and readily came on the approach of any 
one, in expectation of food ; they always {wallow their food 
head firft; befides fith they frequently had fea-weed given 


them 5 


them ; the only fpecies they would eat, was what the fifher- 
men call fea whip-cord, Fucus Filum, this they ate greedily, 
and would frequently leave fifth for it; unlefs much preffed 
by hunger they would not eat any kind of food that was 
tainted ; in feeding they were very nice, but always preferred 
falt-water fifh to thofe taken in the river, fome of the latter 
kinds they would not take even when kept two days without 
food, particularly barbel and tench. 


This fpecies is difperfed through the colder parts of Europe, 
Afia, and America; it breeds in Greenland, Iceland, New- 
foundland, and Hudfon’s-Bay. 


Our figure was executed for the late Witttam Curtis. 


*,* By an overfight in the Engraver, our figure is reprefented as 


having the centre toe longer than the outer one; the reverfe is the 
cafe. 
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MOTACILIA” FLAVA. 
YELLOW WAGTAIL. 
a ESL NG ta 
GENERIC Cuanacter. See Motacilla vulgaris. 


SYNONYMS, 


OTACILLA Frava., Lin. Syf. 1. p. 93.12. Ind, 
: Orn. 2. p. 504. 8. | 
errow Wacratt. Br. Zool. 1.143. IB. fol. 105. 
Arét. Zool. 2. p. 396. tab. F. Lath. 
Syz. 4. p. 400.6. Ld. fupt. p. 179- 
Mont. Orn. Di. Vol. 2. Bewick's 
| Br. Birds, Pt. 1: p. 206. 


eer NN 


Ta S delicate lively bird is feven inches in length, nine 
and a half in breadth, and weighs about ten drams. Bill 
‘harp-pointed, having a notch in the upper mandible near the 
tip ; irides dark hazel; legs and claws flender, the hind claw 
nearly ftraight, about twice the length of the others. The 
colours of both fexes are difpofed alike, but thofe of the 


female are lefs lively than in the male. 


_ In elegance of fhape, delicacy of colour, and livelinefs of 
‘manners, this bird is perhaps unequalled ; it is the moft com- 
mon of the genus in many parts of this country, and is readily 
diftinguithed from the other fpecies by its flight, which is not 
fo 


: 
, 


fo undulated as the Common. or: White, and much quickey 
than the Grey Wagtail, with which fpecies this is frequently 
confounded; the note of the Yellow. is not fo fhrill nor 
drawn out to fuch a length as thofe of the other {pecies, 


The Yellow Wagtail arrives in this country from the 14th 
of March to the ift of April; it neftles ufually on the ground, 
the neft is compofed of dried ftalks, grafs, and horfe-hair ; it 
lays four or five pale-brown eggs, fplafhed with dufky ; the 
young at firft have fcarcely any appearance of yellow, except 
under the throat. Fhey are very tenacious of the neft, and 
will hover roupd the vicinity of it for a great length of time, 
rather than difcover their retreat to an obferver; we have 
feen the female, with a worm in her bill for more than an 
hour, flying with the greateft anxiety. qver the heads of fome 
mowers who were at work near the neft, nor did fhe attempt 


to venture to it, till after they had quitted the field. 


It ufually affes drier fituations than the other fpecies,, 
frequenting ¢ommons, paftures, and corn fields; it feeds on 
worms and infects, and may often be feen running round 
cattle whilft feeding, and will frequently feize a Ay from off 
the nofe of a cow or horfe ; in colddamp weather numbers 
of them refort to paftures in queft of worms, which are 
at that time roufed by the trampling of the cattle ; their more 


common food (infects) at fuch times being but {cantily to 
be met with. 


They leave this country about the latter-end of Sep- 
tember or beginning of OGober, and retire fouthwards 3 


they 


they remain throughout the year in fome parts of France, 
and alfo in the Sicilies. 


Its provincial names are Spring or Summer Wagtail, 
and Yellow Dithwather, 


NOT #. 


We take this opportunity of obferving, that in future all our 
figures, of fuch birds as do not exceed. feyen inches in length, will 


be given of half their natural fize. 
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eS CINERACE WS: 


“ASH- COLQURED FALCON. oa 


jogt sf? azar gated c2j 
PoEsEEe Cn ARACTER. See Faleo ha Batis ea 


S¥NONYMS. °°” 


Farco cineraceus. Mont. Ors. Ditt. Vol. 1. 
Asu-Cotourep Faxrcon. Mont. Orn. Did. Vol. 1. 
Farco uyremauis. Ind. Orn. 1. p. 35. 78. ? 
Nortuern Farcon. Lath. Syn. 1. p. 79. 62. ? 
Winter Farcon. AréF. Lool. 2. Pp. 209, ? 


Sane aE ES 


Ma. Monracue, in the Ornithological DiGiionary, has 
made a diftin@ fpecies of this bird, under the name we have 
affixed to it; we have adopted the fame fynonyms, though 
we have our doubts whether the prefent is the bird referred 


to in the above author’s. 


The length of this fpecies is about fixteen inches and a half, 
breadth twenty-eight, and it weighs about ten ounces and a 
half. Bill fmall, notched ; cere and bill covered with fcurf ; 
irides yellow, legs long and flender, claws fhort and not 
much hooked, tail long, Colours of the fexes alike, except 
the female being duller, and having the breaft much more 
inclined to dufky than the male; the female exceeds in fize, 
being eighteen inches long and thirty in breadth, and weighs | 
“near twelve ounces, 


A pair 


A pair of thefe birds were killed in Batterfea-Fields’about 
the middle of laft May (1812) from which our defcription wag 
taken ; the perfon who fhot them’was not able to find their 
neft, though, from their manner, there feemed no doubt of 
its being near the {pot, 


In the London Mufeum, Piccadilly, a fine fpecimen is 
preferved in the Hawk-Cafe, No. 4... 


b 
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-HIRUNDO~ PRATINCOLA, 
AUSTRIAN. PRATINCOLE. 
Generic CHARACTER. 


sé Bill fhort, ftraight, hooked at the end, gape wide, 
Noftrils placed near the bafe, linear-oblique. 


Toes long, flender, connetted by a membrane at the 
bafe. 


Tail forked, confifting of twelve feathers.” Lath. Syn. 


SRUSNT HG 


Hirrunpo puRinedue Lith Syft ts Pu 345+ 120 

GiarzoLa-austriaca. Ind. Orm 2. p. 753. 1. 

Austrian Pratincore. — Lath, Syn, Vol: 5s p QLZ—- 
tab. 85. 


Tus rare vifitor is in length ten inches and a half; in 
breadth twenty-one and a half ; and weighs near three ounces. 
Bill curved ; irides light red; tail much forked; legs bare 
above the knees ; toes Jong. 


The Pratincole may be confidered as one of the moft rare 
birds that occafionally refort to this country ; the {pecimen 
from which our figure was taker, was fhot near Ormikirk, 
in Lancafhire, in OGtober 1809 ; and we have received ac- 
counts of three others that have been fhot at, various times 
and places; one in September 1811, near Truro, in Corn- 


wall ; 


wall; another in- the wicinity of Boldnefs, vin« Cumberland 


(1807) ; and the third on the ees on the eftate of 
the Duke of Norrorx, in. Sutreys. 0.) OS. 


From Laruam’s Synopfis, we learn, that this bird in- 
habits Germany, particularly the borders, ofthe Rhine, near 
Strafburg, and lives on worms and aquatic ‘infeats ; 3 it is alfo, 
at times;.feen in fome of the prdvinces of France; .efpecially® 
Lorraine ; butsit isin the greats’ plenty in the defetis ‘tor’ 
wards: the Cafpian-Sea, ¥ frequenting? the'dry’ plains in gone 
a out 


It is common alfo throughout the whole defert of the 
Independent Tartars, as *far as ‘the fivers Kamyfchtofska and 
Trtith, _but not further into Siberia, the plains. hit for it being. , 
there at an end ; _and, according to PENNANT, it is not in, 
general obferved beyond 8g degrees north... 5 ye A 

We are indebted for our figure to the liberality of Mr. 
Buxizock, of the London Mufeums” ~~~ 
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MOTACILLA RUBICOLA, 
STONE-CHAT. 


Generic Cyaractrer. See Motacilla lufcinia. 


SyNONYMS. 


Moracitita Rusicota. Lin. Syl. 1. Pp. 332.17. 

Sytvra RuBicoLa. Ind, Orn. 2. Pp. 523. 49- 

Srone-Cuarter, Br. Zool. 1. 159. 10. fol. 103. 
tab. §. 2. fig. 5, 6.. Lath. Syn. 4. p. 
A48. 46. Mont. Orn. Didi. Vol. 2, 
Bewick’s Br. Birds, Pt. 1. p. 240. 


) "Lue weight of this {pecies is about half an ounce, breadth 
eight inches, length nearly five ; bill broad at the bafe, point 
fharp, flightly notched near the tip ; irides dark; the firft four 
quill feathers terminate in points, the others are nearly {quare 
at the tips. Inthe female, the head is of the fame colour as 
the back; fhe has not the white on the rump, but in other 


se{pects correfponds in colour with the male. 


The Srone-Cuar is very generally met with in moft 
parts of this country, frequenting commons and places abound- 
ing with furze, in fuch {ituations it breeds ; its neft is com- 
pofed of mofs and bents, {paringly lined with hair and feathers ; 
it lays five or fix blue eggs, faintly {potted at the larger end ; 
the neft is generally placed on the ground, at the bottom of a 
furze bufh ; it is very attentive toits young, and is particularly 


tenacious of the nett. 


T his 


This fpecies is one of our earlieft breeders, frequently layirig 
the firft week in April, at which time its note is very lively, 
though not of any length ; it ceafes to fing after the firt week 
in June; its fong is generally uttered when on wing, and 
moftly while in the act of defcending. Its principal food is 
worms and infects, the latter it feizes in the manner of the 
fly-catchers, by fpringing at them as they fly oyes it, and then 
returns to the fame {pray to wait the appearance of fome other. 


It hops and alfo runs on the ground in the manner of the lark. 


Its provincial names are Blacky-Top, Stone-Smith, Moor- 


Titling, Black-Cap, and Stone-Smich. 


NOE #, 


in our defcription to the Red-Breaft, we inadvertently gave it the 
fpecific name of the prefent fpecies, it fhould have been Motacilla 
Rubecula. 
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ANAS CRECCA. 
TEAL. 


Generic Cuaracter. See Anas Cygnus (ferus.) 


SYNONYMS. 


|Anas Crecca. Lin. Sy. 1. p. 204. 33. Ind. Orn, 
q : 2. p. 872. 100. 

(Common Tea. Br. Zool.2. 290. Ib. fol. tab. addenda, 
: Ar. Zool. 2. 7.577. P. Lath. Syn 
| 6. p. 551, 88. Lb. Supt. p. 276. 
‘Tear. Mont. Orn. Did. Vol. 2. Bewick's Br. Birds, 
j DOL ie Se pe O80: 

(Anas Circra. Lin. Sift. 1. P. 204. 34. 

‘Summer Tear. Lath. Syn. 6. p. 552. 89. 


penn renee aS 


se, E weight of this diminutive fpecies is about twelve 
‘ounces, its length is fourteen inches, and breadth nearly 
twenty-three. Bill flender; irides yellowifh hazel; tail cu- 
niform, compofed of fixteen feathers; legs flender. 


| 


We purpofe giving 2a figure of the female in a future 


“pumber. 


It arrives in this country in the month of OGober, in {mall 
flocks; flies fwift, and dives admirably; it affociates with 
other fpecies of duck, and confiderable numbers are daily fent 


to the London markets during the winter months from the 


‘decoys. 
Unlefs 


Unlefs molefted the Teal will return annually to the fame 
haunts; a curious inftance of which came to our knowledge a 
few months ago; fome gentlemen were out on a fhooting 
excurfion, in the fens of Lincolnfhire, in the winter of 1810, 
and coming fuddenly on fome Teal, a fhot was fired, which 
brought one down, which being only wounded in the wing,” it 
was taken off clofe to its body, and as the bird appeared un- 
hurt elfewhere, it was conveyed alive to the eftate of one of 
the party, fituated in Kent, where it was turned out with the 
other {pecies of ducks, and foon became familiar and accompa- 
nied them to the farm-yard; it foon recovered and feemed 
to be quite reconciled to its domeftic aflociates, till the return 
of mild weather, which happened early in February, when it 
grew uneafy, and kept fluttering about almoft continually, 
and refufed its food; in a few days the bird was miffed and 
was not to be found. In the month of January 1812, fome 
of the fame party paid a fecond vifit to the fens, and on re- 
turning to the fpot where they met with fuccefs laft feafon, 
they found more Teal, fome of which were killed, and 
among them the bird loft the preceding year, which was 
clearly identified by marks on its feet, as well as by its wanting 


‘2 wing. 


A variety of this {pecies is frequently confounded with the 
Garganey, under the name of Summer Teal. 
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TETRAO CORTUNIX, 
QUATL. 


(SeneRic CuHaracter. See Tetrao Urogallus. 
SYNONYMS. 


TeTRao Corrunrx. Lin. Syl. 1. Pp. 278. 20. 

?eRDIxX Cortunix. Ind. Orn. 2. p. 651. 28. 

‘Quartz. Br, Zool, 1.97. Ib. fol. 87. tab. M. 6. Aré. 
Zool. 2. p. 320. B. Lath. Syn. 4. 


P- 779: 24. 16. fupt. p. 222. Mont. 
Orn. Diéi. Vol. 2. Bewick's Br. Birds, 


Pt. 1. p. 305. 
a 


Lhencrs feven inches and a half, breadth twelve inches ; 
he weight varies very confiderably in’ different  fpecimens, 
anaes: being little more than two, and at others exceeding 
ix ounces. Bill fhort and thick, generally covered with fcurf ; 
éyes bright hazel, varying with age to yellow ; tail compofed 
of twelve feathers, which are moftly hid by the tail coverts ; legs 
lender. The female wants the black gorget on the breatt, 
and is lefs brilliant in colours, otherwife the markings of the 


fexes are alike. 


Qualixs are generally confidered as migratory birds in this 
soumtry, though fome few winter here, which may perhaps 
ve late hatched birds ; the principal part take their departure 

bout the end of Odober, and repair fouthwards, returning 


“athe enfuing {pring (in diminifhed numbers) about the middle 
of 


of April or beginning of May ; if the wind happens to be 
contrary many perifh on the journey ; they are frequently 
driven back when attempting to leave our fhores, and are 
picked up dead on the beach. On arriving here they are very 
lean, but in a few days recover their wafted flefh and ftrength,, 
and foon become very fat ; their food is infe&s and grain, alfo. 
the blades of green wheat, among{t which they are principally 
found ; they are eafily enticed by means of a whiftle (which 
imitates the note or call of the male bird) into nets and {nares ; 
they are kept by poulterers in {mall boxes, made fo narrow as 
to prevent their being able to turn round ; in this ftate they are 
fed on bread and fugar mixed with hemp-feed, which fattens 
them prodigioufly ; we have known feveral kept in this way 
for eight or nine months ; in the winter feafon they frequently 


fell from half a guinea to fifteen fhillings the couple.. 


This fpecies breeds on the ground, it makes fcarcély any 
neft, and lays from eight to twelve dufky coloured eggs, fpot~ 
ted with brown of various tints ; the young begin to run as 
foon as excluded, frequently with part of the thell adhering 
to them; they feed at firft on ants and their eggs, much like the 
partridge, but the parent birds are lefs careful of their brood. | 


Tt is a very pugnacious bird, and was formerly kept in many 
parts of Europe, as it now’ is in China, for the purpofe of 
fighting, in the fame manner as game cocks, and was trained 
much in the fame way. The fpecies is much lefs abundant 
in this country than formerly, but in the fouth of Europe 
they are found in immenfe numbers ; and it is on record, that 
upwards of one hundred thoufand have been taken’ in:one day _ 
en the weit coaft of the kingdom of Naples. | 
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ANAS QUERQUEDULA. 


GARGANEY, 


Generic Cuaracter. See Anas Cygnus (ferus.) 
SYNONYMS. 


Anas QuerguepuLa. Lin, Sy/t. 1. p. 203. 32. Ind, 
Orn. 2. p. 872. 99. 
GarcGANEY. Br. Zool. 2. 289. tab. 101. Lb. fol. 158. 
tab. 2, 9. Arét. Zool. 2. p. 576. O. 
Lath. Syne 6. p. 550+ 87. Mont. 
Orn. Diti. Vol. 1. Bewick's Br. 
Birds, Pt. 2. p. 336. 


ee 


‘Tuts elegant {pecies weighs nearly eighteen ounces ; it 
is about feventeen inches in length, and thirty in breadth ; bill 
fmall; irides reddifh hazel ; legs flender. A figure of the 


female will appear in a fubfequent number. 


It is a fcarce fpecies, and is never met with in numbers ; 
we have received it from the fens of Ely, as late as the four- 
teenth of April in the prefent year, from which it fhould feem 
probable, that it breeds there, but we have not heard of its 
neft having been found. From the decoys it is fometimes fent 
under the name of Summer Teal; it has the manners of the 
common Teal, but flies higher, and when on wing utters a 


humming noife, 


This 


This fpeeics has been kept for a confiderable time in the 
Queen’s menagerie at Frogmore, where it is very familiar, 


but does not breed. 


Provincial names, Pied Widgeon, Summer Teal, 


CUCULUS: CANORUS;: | 


COMMON. CUCKOW. 


GENERIC CHARACTERa: 


Bill curved: » 

Tongue .flort:. : 
Tail ,compofed of ten flexible feathers; 
Toes two. forwards-and'two backwardss 


SYNONYMS. 


Cucutus canorus. Lin, Syjf 4. pi 168. 1.° Inds 
Oras Vs ps 207. Le: 

Ganhilod Cucxow. Sr. Zool. 1. 82. tab. 36. Jb. fl 
80. tab. G. Gite Arét. Zool. 2D. 
266; tab. A. Lath. Syn. 2s ps 50Q. 160 
Ib, fupt. p..98... Mont. Orn. DiG. 
Vol.1. Bewick's Br. Birds, Pt. 16 


Pu lgie 


‘Tu IS fpecies is nearly fifteen. inches in length, twenty« 
five in breadth, and/it: weighs about four ounces and a half. 

Bill ftrong and much curved ; ; infide of the mouth red; cides 
and eye-lids yellow ; tail confifting of ten feathers of unequal 

length, of which the outer ones are remarkably. fhort, which 

is alfo.the cafe with the firft quill. feather ; legs and claws 
fhort. The female differs.in colour, being more inclined -to- 
brown; and-is alfo nearly an inch fhorter than the male. 

id 


Of 


Of the trite hiftory of this bird, but little was known till 
Mr. GEnneR, in a letter to the late Mr. Joun Hunrer, 
publifhed in the’ feventy-eighth volume of the Philofophical 
Tranfactions, gave to the world the extraordinary highly 
interefting account we here tranferibe. ‘‘ On the eighteenth 
of June 1787, Mr. Genner examined the neft of a Hedge- 
Sparrow, which then contained a Cuckow’s and three, Hedge- 
Sparrow's eggs. On infpedting it the day following, the bird 
had hatched, but theneft contained only a young Cuckow 
and one young Hedge-Sparrow. © ‘The 'neft was placed fo near 
the extremity of a hedge, that he could diftinGly fee what was 
going forward in it; and, to his great aftonifhment, he faw . 
the’ young. Cuckow, though fo lately -hatched, in. the act of 


turning out the young Hledge-Sparrow. 


‘¢: The mode: of accomplifhing this was curious ; the little 
animal, with the affiftance-of its rump and wings, contrived 
to get the bird on its: back, and making a lodgement for its 
Burden by elevating its elbows, clambered backwards with it 
up the fide of the neft till it reached the top, where, refting for 
a moment, it threw off its load with a jerk, and quite difen- 
gaged it from the neft: after remaining a fhort time in this 
fituation, and feeling about with its wings as if to be convinced 
that the bufinefs: was properly executed, it dropped into the 
heft again.” . | 

The Cuckow generally’ makes’ choice of the Hedge-Spar- 
row’s neft to depofit its egg, it will alfo lay in the common 
and yellow wagtails, the white-throats, reed-{parrows, titlarks, 
and we know of one laying in a fwallow’sneft ; we have known 
the young reared by all the foregoing with the exception of the 

fwallow, — 


{wallow, which on difcovering the addition in its neft,. pre- 
cipitately. forfook. it, and did not ever return, but, built a new 
neft at a diftance from the former one. It is not a little 
curious that this bird always lays in the nefts of fuch birds as 
feed on infects, by which ‘it fecures a fupply, of proper food 
to its abandoned offspring: the Hedge-Sparrow will frequently 
continue to feed the young Cuckow for a confiderable time 
after-it has. left the neft; the Cuckow is faid ‘‘ to reft itfelf on 
its fide in order that the Hedge-Sparrow may be able to reach 
- its mouth, and, it frequently extends one wing for the bird to 


pitch on to perform that office.” 


This bird ufually arrives here about the beginning of April, 
and quits towards the end of July, though we have known 
them killed as late as the month of O&tober ; the well-known 
ery of the male bird is began to be uttered foon after its arri- 
val, and ceafes about the month of June; this year we heard 
one on the feventeenth of July. It feeds on infects, particu- 
larly caterpillars ; on the fourth of June, this year (1812) we 
obferved one very bufily engaged picking the caterpillars of 
the peacock and fmall tortoifethell butterflies from off a net- 
tle, it feemed to fwallow thefe with confiderable difficulty, ~ 
being fome feconds in pafling a fingle one, to perform which, 
At ufed very great exertion; after it had cleared the nettle it 
flew to fome cabbages, where it found abundance of the cater- 
pillars of the white butterfly, which being quite fmooth and 

free from hair, it eat them as fatt and with as much facility 
as a pigeon would the fame number of peas. When it had 
finifhed its repaft we killed it, and on opening it, found the 
hairy caterpillars almoft cleared of hair, which was adhering to 
the fides of the gullet and ftomach ; this may have given rife 
. to 


td the opinion ‘of ‘the infide of the°itomach’s being hairy the 
fmooth caterpillars were’ all feemingly’ unhurt; though quite 
dead. 


iis young birds differ very confiderably tite “the adults, 
Being al: over mottled with brown and’ ferruoinous ; : pe do 
not attain their full plumage till after the fecond moult’; the 
eggs are of a dufky white, {potted with various tints of afh= 
colour and olive green, the fpots are mot numerous” at the 
larger end. The females do not arrive till’ foine ‘time after 
the males, nor do they quit till’a week or twolater; theie 


note is a loud hoarfe fcream or chatter.. 


Since the above went to prefs, we have féentwo birds) one 
on the twenty-fixth and the other onthe twenty-feventh of 
the prefent month (Auguft) the former one was’a male, and 
was uttering its well known cry of Cuckow, this it did very 


hoarfely ; the fex of the latter one we did ‘not difeover. 
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eS 
ALAUDA PRATENSIS. 
DU Toa LAR fey 


Generic Cuaracter. See Alauda arvenfis. 
; SYNONYMS. 


Avaupa Prarensis. Lin. Syff. 1. p. 287.2. Ind, 


Orn. 2. DP. 493+ 5s 
Tit-Larx. Br. Zool. 1.138. Ib. fol. 94. tab. Q. figs 


6. Ard. Zool. 2. p. 395. C. Lath. 
Syn. 4. P» 374. 5 Mont. Orn, Diz. 
1. Bewick’s Br. Birds, Pi. 1. p. 200. 


nc , 


"Vue Tir-Larx rather exceeds five inches in length, is 
about ten in breadth, and weighs about half an ounce. Bill 
fharp, weak, and flender ; irides dark hazel; legs flender ; 


hind claw rather bent. Colours of the fexes alike. 


Few birds are more plentiful than the prefent, it frequents 
commons and barren grounds, where it breeds; the neft is 
compofed of dry ftalks, grafs, and lined with finer forts of 
the latter, intermixed with long horfe-hair; the neft is ufually 
placed on the ground amongft furze or high grafs; it lays 
five or fix eggs, of which, feldom two correfpond in colour, 
varying from dark brown to almoft cream colour; they are 


moft generally fpotted all over with rufous. 


‘In the fpring this bird has a very lively note, which it 
ufually utters when defcending ; it moftly in the evening may 
be 


be feen on a fpray, from which it is continually foaring to 
fome height, and defcends in the manner of the fky-lark; at 


thefe times its note is very fine. 


| This {pecies feeds on worms and infeéts, to procure which, 
it reforts to fprings and fhallow waters ; it is very careful of 
its young, and in the breeding feafon, is almoft continually 
on wing to procure food for them; when it has obtained 
any, it does not immediately return to the neft, but fettles at 
a diftance, and then runs to it, owing to this the neit is very 


difficult to find. : 


Thefe: birds are fubje& to vary in their plumage, from 
brown to olive, and we have met with one this feafon nearly 


white. 


; *,* > By the overfight of our Writing-Engraver, the fpecific name 


ef Arvenfis has been put on the Plate inftead of Pratenfis. 
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TETRAO SCOTICUS. ah 


RED: GROUS.. 


Generic Cuaracter. See Tetrao urogallus. 


SYNONYMS» 


Tetrrao Scoticus. Ind. Orn. 2. p. 641. 15. 

Rep Game. Albin’s Birds, 1. tab. 23, 24. 

Rep Grovs. Br. Zool. 1.94. tab. 43. Ib. fol. 85, tab. 

M. 9. Lath. Sym 4. p. 746. 13. 
Ib, fupt. p. 216. Mont. Orn, Diit. 
Vol. 1. Bewick's Br. Birds, Pi.1. 


Pp» 299e- 
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Toenctu of this fpecies fifteen, breadth twenty-three 
inches ; weight from one pound four to fix ounces. Bill fhort 
and blunt; irides reddifh hazel, over the eye is a bare fringed 
membratie of a bright fcarlet colour ; legs covered with hair- 
like feathers to the extremity of the toes; claws broad and 


concave ; tail compofed of fixteen feathers. 


The female is rather lefs, and is lighter coloured than the 


' male. 


Red Grous feem confined to the extenfive moors in the 
north of England, and to the mountains of Scotland, Ireland, 


and Wales; the fpecies is indigenous to Great-Britain, and 
is 


is not met with in any other country: It has been turned out 
in feveral parts of Surrey, Suflex, and Hampfhire, but we 


believe has_not been known to breed. 


This fpecies always reforts to open tracts of country, and 
dees not frequent woods; it feeds on the various kinds of 
mountain and bog-berries, and on the tops of heath, which - 
(though we have examined many) we never found in the crop 
otherwife than perfectly dry. It lays ten or twelve dufky 
white eggs, {potted with ruft colour; the yeung run as foon 
as excluded, and keep together till the enfuing fpring ; in the 
winter feveral broods affociate together, frequently to the 
number of forty or fifty, when one bird conflantly*is on 
the watch; they are at this feafon very fhy and difficult of 


approach. 
During the winter, when the ground is covered with fnow, 
they generally perch on the walls, with which the cultivated 


land in the north of England is enclofed. 


Provincial names Moorcock, Gorcock, and Red-Game. 


ij). 
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PICUS MAJOR. 


GREATER-SPOTTED WOOD-PECKER. 


Generic Cuaracter. See Picus martius. 


SYNONYMS. 


Picus major. Lin. Syf. 1. p.176.17. Ind. Orn. 1. 
| p. 228. 13. 

GREATER- SporrEp Woon-Pecxer. Br. Zool. 1.85. 
Ib. fol. p. 79. tab. E. Ard. Lool, 2. 
462. Lath. Syn. 2. p. 564. 12. Lb. 
fupt. p. 107. Mont. Orn. Did. Vol, 
2. Berwick's Br. Birds, Pt. 1. p. 142+ 
Albin’s Birds, 1. tab. 19. | 


. REL — . CB a 


“Luss fpecies weighs nearly three ounces; length nine, 
breadth fifteen inches. Bill very ftrong, one inch and a quarter 
long ; irides reddifh ; legs and claws ftrong. Colours of the 
fexes alike except en the head, the upper part of which in 


the female is black. 


The prefent is not fo plentiful as the green wood-pecker, 
though more abundant than either of the other fpecies; it 
chiefly reforts to fuch thickets as abound in the fofter kinds of 
wood, which it eafily penetrates ; in making choice of a fitua- 
tion to depofit its eggs, it generally felects.a tree that is unfound 
at heart, which it readily difcoyers by the found, this it per- 


forates 


foratés with its bill till it arrives at the decayed part, when it 

- works downwards to the depth of eighteen inches or even two 
feet ; the eggs are depofited at the bottom of the hole without 
any kind of. neft, their number is generally five or fix, of a 


pure glofly white. 


In the breeding feafon this fpecies will fometimes (though 
but rarely) vifit ant-hills, but its principal food is caterpillars 
and other. infects, with which it feeds its young, who before 
they are able to fly climb up the hole where they were hatched, 
and anxioufly wait the return of the’ parent birds with food. 
Its note is particularly harfh and difcordant ; in the fpring it 
frequently utters a loud jarring noife, not unlike the cracking 


or {plitting of timber. 


The provincial names of this {pecies are Spotted Gally-Bird, 
Pied Yafler, Witwall, and moft of the terms applied to the 
green wood-pecker are indifcriminately ufed to the prefent 

bird. 
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CHARADRIUS C£DICNEMUS. 


NORFOLK PLOVER. 


Genexric Cuaracter. See Charadrius pluvialis. | 


SYNONYMS. 


Cuaraprius Ckpicnemus. Lin, Syff. 1. p. 255. 106 

Otis Gfpicnemus. dnd. Orn. 2. p. 661. 11. 

Tuicx-Knezep Bustrarp. Sr. Zool. 1.100. . Ld. fol. 

, 127. Lath. Syn, 4. p. 806.1. White's 

Hifi. Selbourn, p. 43. t0 88. Mont. 
Orn. Did. Vol. 1. 

Stone Currew. Albin’s Birds, 1. tab. 69. 

Great Prover. Bewick’s Br. Birds, Pt.1. p. 316s 


JLencru eighteen inches, weight from fixteen to twenty - 
ounces: bill one inch and a half long; irides very large, 
which, with the orbits, are. light yellow ; legs long; toes 
fhort, the outer connected by a membrane to the middle one 
as far as the firft joint ; tail compofed of twelve rounded fea- 


thers. Colours of the fexes alike. 


This bird is generally placed by modern authors with the 
Buftard family, from which it differs in not having the jugular 
pouch peculiar to the males of that genus, and alfo in the © 
down, which in the fpecimens we have examined, of the 
{pecies found occafionally in this country and fome foreign 
ones, is of a pale pink colour; in this it is dark ; it further 

differs 


differs in the number of eggs, which are {aid to be only two, 
but in two f{pecimens we examined in the {pring of the prefent 
year, we found in each a confiderable number, five of which 
were in a ftate to be laid in as many fucceflive days ; one of 
the eggs was quite perfect, and would moft probably have 
been laid the day it was killed; the colour of the egg was 
greenifh white, blotched and {potted with obfcure green marks. 
It does not make any neft, but depofits its eggs on the bare 
ground, frequently in marfhy places, and is faid not to fit on 
them in the day-time, till within a few days of their being 
hatched ; they run as foon as excluded ; the parent birds are 
very tenacious of them, and practife the fame kind of artifices 
to miflead, that are fo generally adopted by the plover and 


fand-piper families. 


The principal food of this bird is worms, flugs, f{nails, and 
infects, alfo the tops of green wheat and turnip leaves ; we 
have alfo found in it entire heads of clover; it affe€ts open 
fituations, particularly ftony hills and large commons in the 
vicinity of cultivated land; its note is a leud whiftle, which 
it repeats three or four times, and heightens the note each 
time. It! arrives here in the month of April and quits in 


October. 


Provincial names Stone or Land Curlew and Thick-Kneed 
Buttard. . 
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TURDUS ILIACUS. at 
REDWING. 


Generic Cuaracter. See Turdus Vilcivocus. 


SYNONYMS. 


Turpus Ixriacus. Lim, Sy. 1. p. 229. 3. Ind. Orn. 
| 1. Ps 329+ 7+ 
REDWING. Br, Zool. 108. Ib. fol. 91. tab. P. fig. 2. 
Ari. Zool. 2. 342. D. Lath. Syn. 
3. p.22.7. Mont. Orn. Did. Vol. 2. 
sit Br. Birds, Pt. 1. Pp. 12Q¢ 
Albin's Birds, 1. tab. 35. 
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‘Vue length of this fpecies is about nine, and the breadth 
fourteen inches; it weighs nearly two ounces and a half. 
Bill flightly notched at the tip; infide of the mouth yellow ; 
irides dark hazel ; tail fomewhat forked, with the fhafts of the 
feathers projecting rather beyond the webs; legs and claws 
ftrong. The female correfponds in its markings, but the 


colours are duller than in the male. 


The Repwinc arrives in this country in large flocks, about 
the end of September or beginning of October, and quits it in 
March, fome few remain through the year and breed here ; 
we had a fine male bird fent us in the month of July in the 
prefent year; there were a pair which had built their neft ina 
- low quickfet hedge, but being difturbed, had forfaken it before 
the 


the female had began to lay; the female fhortly afterwards 
forfook the place, but the male continued to refort to the 
fame fpot till it was killed; the neft was compofed of dry 
grafs, mofs, and {mall fticks, lined with mud and a few fea- 
thers intermixed with hair; it was four inches and a half in 
diameter and three inches deep ; its eggs are faid to be of a 


_ blue green colour fpotted with black: 


The note of this bird is very fimilar to that of the Song 
Thrufh, except being drawn out at the termination into a kind 
of whiftle ; in the winter during its flight it frequently utters 
a piping monotonous note. It feeds on the berries of privet, 
holly, and white-thorn; alfo, on fnails, flugs, beetles, and 


other infe&s, 


Its provincial names are Swinepipe, Wind-Thrufh, Red- 
Thrufh, or Throftle. 
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PLATALEA LEUCORODIA. 
WHITE SPOON-BILL. f 
eater ET Re pean 


GxneRic CHARACTER. , 


« Billlong, broad, flat, and thin, the end widening into 


a roundifh form, not unlike a fpoon, 
Nofirils, fmall, placed near the bafe, 
Tongue, {mall and pointed. 

Feet, femipalmated.”. Mont. Orn. Dif, 


SYNONYMS, 


PLATALEA LEUCORODIA. Lin. Syf. 1. p. 291.4. Ind. 
Orn: 2. p. 667. 1. | 
Spoon-Birtt. <Albin’s Birds, 2. tab. 66, Bewick’s Br. 
1G) Birds, Pi. 2. Pr 38s 
Waits Spoon-Birzt. Br. Zool. App. tab. 9. Ard. 
Zool. 2. p. 441. A. Suppt. p. 66. 
Lath. Syn. 5. p.13.1. Mont. Orn. 
Di. Vol. 2. 7 


‘ Lenetu two feet eight inches, weight three pounds 
and a half.” [ill near feyen inches long, thin and pliable, 
furnifhed with a fmall nail; the upper mandible has a 
number of irregular protuberances on its furface; irides 
reddith hazel; feathers on the hind-head long, frequently 
' forming acreft; lore and throat bare and black ; legs long, . 
_ covered with a thick coarfe fealy fkin; toes connected by a 
membrane as far as the fecond joint of the outer and firft of 
the inner toe. In our fpecimen which is a native one, there 
is a flight tinge of pale pink under the fhoulder. | 
| This 


This fpecies but rarely vifits England, only two inftances 
of its being met with have come to our immediate knowledge, 
thefe were feen by a friend of the author’s in the neighbourhood 
of Lewes, in Suffex, nearly twenty years ago. One of them 
was fhot, which proved a male bird, and is now ina good ftate 


of prefervation. 


A pair of Spoon-Bills were kept a few years ago by 
_E.J. A. Wooprorp, Efq. of Belmont-Houfe, Vauxhall ; 
which were very tame and would feed from the hand; their 
food was worms, flugs, the produce of a fifh-pond, and hemp 
feed; the latter they dexteroufly feooped from the furface of 


the water. 


It flies high, and when on wing utters a noife fomewhat 
refembling the cry of the Curlew, but much louder and 
hoarfer ; it builds on trees, the neft is compofed of fticks in. 
the fame manner as that of the heron or crow ; the egos are 
faid to be four in number, of a white colour finely fprinkled 
with red, fize about thofe of the common hen ; during incu- 


pation they are noify and reftlefs. 


The fpecies is. found in many parts of Europe, and in the 


milder provinces of Afia, Africa, and America. 
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* LARUS. RIDIBUNDUS. 
BLACK-HEADED GULL. 


Generic Cuaracter. See Larus marinus. 


SYNONYMS. - 


Larus rnipisunpus. Lin. Sy. 1. p. 225.9. Ind. 

. Orn, 2. p. S11. Be, 

Buack-HEADED Guu. Br. Zool. 2. 252. Lb. fol. 143. 

; lab. L. 5. Aréi. Zool. 2. 445. Lath. 
Syz. 6. p. 380. g. Lb. fupt. p. 268. 
Mont, Orn. Did. 1.  Bewick’s Br. 
Birds, Pt. 2. p. 200. 

“Larus cinerarius. Lin, Sy. 1. p. 224. Ant 

RiDIBUNDUS. Var. @. Ind. Orn. 2. p. 812. 2. 

Rep-Lreccrp Gurr. Ard. Zool. 2. p. 633. H. Lath. 
Syn. 6. p. 381. 10. 

Larus ripisunpus. Var. y. Ind. Om, 2. p. 812. 

Brown-HRADED Gut. Albis Birds, 2. tab. 86. 
Lath, Syn. 6. p. 383. 11. 


"Lue length of this bird is about fifteen inches, breadth 
nearly twenty-eight; it weighs from nine to eleven ounces. 
_ Bill flender ; irides hazel, orbits deep red; legs flender ; feet 


broad ; colours of the fexes alike. 


From the difference in the fummer and winter plumage of 
this bird, authors have made diftinét fpecies ; for the firft two 


years 


years the colour of the head is a deep brown, but after the 
third moulting it becomes black ; in the fall of the-year, it 
entirely lofes the black on the head except about the auricles, 
which does not return till the enfuing {pring ; the legs alfo in 
the winter become of a dull flefh colour, and the webs nearly 


black, thefe alfo affume their loft colour in the breeding feafon. 


This {pecies is common on moft parts of the coafts of this 
country ; it breeds in fenny places, near the borders of rivers 
and lays three or four olive brown eggs, blotched with reddith 
brown ; its neft is compofed of dry coarfe grafs and rufhes. 

Formerly this bird was held in efteem as an article of food ; 
they were taken whilft young, before they were able to fly, 
by driving them into nets, and when fattened on offal, 
were fold for the table at five fhillings the dozen; and we 
further learn from Dr. Prorr’s Aifory of Staffordpire, pub-~ 
lifhed in 1686, that fifty dozen were frequently taken at a 
driving, and that three drivings were generally made in a 
feafon. ‘This fpecies is found in mott of the northern parts 


of Europe and America. 


Its provincial names are Sea-Crow, Crocker, Black-Cap, 


Red-Legs, Puit or Pewit-Gull, and Mire-Crow. 
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SCOLOPAX CALIDRIS. 


RED-SHANK. 
EE 
Generic Cuaracter. See Scolopax rufticola, 


SYNONYMS. 


ScoLopax cauipris. Lin. Syf. 1.p. 245.11. Ind. 
| Orn. 2. Pp. 722. 25. 

Rep-SHank. Br. Zool. 2. 184. tab. 65. Ib. fol. 124. 

Ar. Zool. 2.377. Albin's Birds, 3. 

tab. 87. Lath. Syn. 5. p. 150. 20. 

Lb. fupt. p. 245. Mont. Orn. DiG. 

Fol. 2. Bewick’s Br. Birds, Pt. 2. 
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Ta E Rep-SHANK weighs about four ounces, is twelve 
inches and a quarter in length, and twenty-two in breadth. 
Bill nearly two inches long; irides reddifh ; legs flender, 
colour yellowifh red, they meafure about four inches and a 
half from the bare part of the thigh to the extremity of the 
toes ; claws rather long; the fexes are not difcoverable by 
their colours, as both males and females vary confiderably ; in 
-fome the rump is pure white, and in one we have, the neck 


and breaft are cinerious. 


Thefe birds are common in many parts of this country, 
particularly fenny places; they are fent from Lincoln and 
Cambridgethires. 


= 


Cambridgefhires to the London markets, in very confiderable _ 
numbers; they breed in the vicinity of marfhes and in bogey 
places ; we have feen them ‘in company with Lapwings on. 
Riegate-Heath ; their number of eggs is four, which in colour 
refemble thofe of the Lapwing, but are rather fmaller and 


more pointed. 


During the time of incubation they are very reftlefs, and 
purfue the fame ftratagems to miflead, as are practifed by 
moft others of this extenfive family ; when difturbed from 
their eggs, they fly over the heads of the intruders, uttering a 
fhrill {cream ; they do not make any neft, but depofit their eggs 
on a tuft of grafs, moft generally in the vicinity of an extenfive 
fwamp ; the young at firft are of a dull olive brown colour : 
they run as foon as hatched, and feed on {mall worms and aqua- 
tic infetts ; in the ftomach of a full grown female, killed in 
January 1812, we found a marine univale fhell, one inch and a 


quarter long, and feven-eighths of an inch in circumference. 


Provincial names Pool-Snipe, Red-legged Horfeman, Sand- 
Cock, or Thriller. 
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MICCCOOPLOL’ aCUCUf iu / ae ; 


ASANADIELS.. 


MUSCICAPA ATRICAPILLA. 


PIED: FLY-CATCHER. 


GENERIC CHARACTER. 
| 9 
Bill befet with briftles, upper mandible flattened at the 
| bafe, and notched near the tip. 
Other Characters as in the Alauda and Motacilla Ge- 


neras. 


' SYNONYMS. 

‘ 

Muscicara ATRICAPILLA, Lan. Syff. 1. p. 326. g. 
Ind, Orn, 2. p. 467. 1. 

‘Pisp Fry-catcuer. Br. Zool 135. Ib. fol. 109. 
tab. S. fig. 1. (Maf) Ar. Lool. 2. 
| p: 391. B. Lb. fupt. p. 64. Lath. 
: Syn. 3. p. 324.2. Mont. Orn. Diét. 
; Vol. 1. Bewick’s Br. Birds, Pi. 1. 
p. 208. 
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Liners nearly five inches, breadth about nine ; bill 
weak, flightly notched at the tip ; irides dark hazel; legs and 
claws flender ; the female is rather lefs, and has the colours 


| more blended, the white parts approaching to dufky, and the 


black not fo deep a hue, and alfo wants the white on the 


forehead, fo confpicuous in the male ; both fexes vary in their 


markings, as is very frequently the cafe with pied birds. 


This 


This fpecies is very local ; is found in Yorkthire, Lanca- 
fhire, and Derbythire ; we have alfo met with it at Enfield 
in Middlefex, and at Peckham in Surrey ; in the laft-men- 
tioned place we had an opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with its manners, in the fummer of 1812. We did not notice 
it till the young were about five or fix days old; the neft was 
formed in a hole in an old willow pollard, at about feven feet 
from the ground ; it was compofed of a few hairs, fome dry 
grafs, and fibres; they were feven young ones, and their 
appetites were fo infatiate, that the parent birds were on wing 
during the greateft part of the day feeking food, which confifts 
entirely’ of infects; as foon as either had caught an infe@, it 
flew to the tree and uttered a fhrill fqueak, when the young 
immediately opened their mouths, and the morfel feemed 
indifcriminately given to the neareft one: we noticed them 
_ for many hours, and on the average, each of the parents re« 


turned to the neft about twelve times in five minutes. 


The young were able to leave the neft in about two weeks 
after our’ firft acquaintance with them; at firft they perched 
on fome flender twigs, projecting immediately from the fide 
of the hole where they were neftled, and attempted to catch 
any infect that pafled them, but without leaving the branch, 
the old birds ftill continuing to feed them; in a fhort time 
they ventured to {pring up from the bough at any paffing 
infect, and returned immediately to the fame fpot again, and 


‘if the effort was fuccefsful they inftantly flirted up their tail. | 


When they had left the neft about two weeks, they ventuted 
on wing, and it was particularly amufing to obferve their firft 
attempts at taking their prey ; at a few yards from the tree | 


/ 


was 


‘was the wall of a houfe, which had been whitened ; as foon as 
they perceived a fly to fettle on the wall, they darted with 
aftonifhing rapidity at it, and moft generally were fuccefsful, 
when they returned with it to their old ftation. If difap- 
pointed in their aim, they flew to the ground, and did not 
go to the branch again till they had retrieved their lofs ; they 
continued to frequent the fame fpot till the third week in 


September, fince which we have not feen them. 
\ 


In the fame tree, the wryneck and the fpotted fly-catcher 
alfo bred, and at the bottom of the ftump, which is on the 
fide of a pond, was the neft of the yellow wagtail. 


‘We never noticed any other kind of note than the one 
before named; its general habits and manners correfpond 
very nearly with thofe of the whin-chat and ftone-chat. 


- We are unacquainted with its eggs, 


Provincial name Coldfinch. 
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SCOLOPAX GALLINULA. 
ZACK-SNIPE, 
Generic Caaracrer. See Scolopax rufticola. 
SvyNONYMS, 


Scoropax Gariinuta. Lin. Syff. 1. p. 244. 8. Ind. 
meas Bier’ Orn. 2. p, 715. 8. 

Jacx-Snipz or Jupcocx. Br. Zool. 2. 189. tab. 68. 

lo. fol. 121. . Arit. Lool. 2. 367. 

Lath. Syn. 5. p. 136. 8. Mont. Orn. 

Did. Vol. 2.  Bewick’s Br. Birds, 

Pit.2.p.79. Albin's Birds, 3. tab. 86. 


"Vints etegant fpecies weighs about two ounces, is eight 


-inches and a half in length, and thirteen in breadth. 


Bill two inches long ; irides hazel ; tail pointed; legs deli- 


cately flender ; colour of the fexes alike. 


_ The Jacx-Snipz is a folitary bird, frequenting thick fedgy 
places, from which it is not eafily diflodged, and will 
almoft fuffer itfelf to be trod on rather than take wing; when 
roufed, it flies but a fhort diftance, and {oon returns to the {pot 
where it ufually neftles; the fpecies is not fo numerous, or 
fo generally difperfed, as the common one, but is frequently 
found in the fame place. 


te 


[t does not arrive in this country till after the common 
{nipe, and generally quits us in March; we have no reafon 
to doubt its breeding here, as it is fometimes feen in the 
fummer months ; a friend of the author’s, who is very attentive 
in obferving this tribe of birds, affures us, he has taken the. 
neft and young in Cornwall ; we have alfo been informed, that 
it fometimes breeds in the neighbourhood of Carlifle ; the eggs 
are faid to refemble thofe of the common {pecies in colour, 
and are about half their fize ; the neft is compofed of dry grafs 
and withered leaves. Some {pecimens we received from 
Cumberland weighed upwards of three ounces. Provincial 

names Half Snipe, Jud, Jet, or Gid-cock. 


Since publifhing the Common Snipe, we have met with it 
in confiderable numbers, during the months of June and July 
(1812) in the ofier-ground, bordering on the Surrey-Canal, in 
the Kent-Road. We found many of their nefts compofed of 
dry grafs and leaves, placed in the midft of a fwamp, {carcely 
above the water; feveral of the young were killed, which 


‘were darker coloured than the adult birds. 
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CHARADRIUS HIMANTOPUS. 


LONG-LEGGED PLOVER. 


Generic Cuaracter. see Charadrius pluvialis. 


SYNONYMS. 


\ 


Cuaraprivus HiIMANTOePUS. Lin, Syl. 1. P. 255. 146 
| Ind. Orn. 2. DP. 74 t+ 3 

Lonc-teccep Prover. Br. Zool, 2. 209. Lb. fol. 
128. Addenda. Avé. Lool. 2. 405. 
Whites Hift. Selbourn, 1. p. 258. 
Lath. Syn. 5. p. 195 3- 10. fupt. 
p. 252. Mont. Orn. Dict. Vol. 2. 
Bewick’s Br. Birds, Pt, 2. ps 21. 


‘Va IS highly curious fpecies is confidered to have longer 
legs in proportion to its fize than any other bird; it meafures 
from the tip of the bill to the toes eighteen inches, and from 
© the bill to the tail only thirteen ; its breadth is nearly thirty 


inches. 


Bill flender, about two inches and a half long ; irides red; 
wings long, extending when clofed feveral inches beyond 
the tail; legs very flender, which including the bare part 
of the thigh are eight inches long; toes connected at the’ 


bafe. 
We 


We are entirely ignorant of the habits of this bird, as the 
few that have been met with in England, may be fuppofed to 
be only accidental ftragglers. In Mr. Wurre’s Hiftory of 
Selbourn, he mentions that the one he had was killed with 
five others, near Farnham, Surrey, in the month of April. 
This {pecimen, he further fays, “ weighed, when drawn and 


ftuffed with pepper, four ounces and a quarter.’ 


It is not uncommon in the warmer parts of America, in 
Egypt, and Madras; “ is plentiful about the Salt Lakes, and 
often feen on the fhores of the Cafpian Sea, as well as by the 
rivers which empty themfelves into it, and in the fouthern: 


deferts of Independent Tartary.” 
Provincial names Long-Legs or Long-Shanks. 


Our figure was taken from a fpecimen communicated by 


Mr. Harrison, Parliament-Street. 
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FALCO TINNUNCULUS. 


CBS TRE Le 


Generic Cuaracter. See Falco chryfeatos. 


SYNONYMS. 


Fatco Tinnuncutus. Lin. Syft.1. p.127.16. Ind. 

! | Orn. 1. p. 41. 98. ad 

Kestrer. Br. Zool. 1. 60. Ib. fol. p. 68. tab. A. 
ArG. Lol, 2. p. 226. N. Laibh Syn. 
1. 7.94.79. Lb. fupt. p.25. Mont. 
Orn. Did. Vol. 1. Albin's Birds, 3. 
jab. 5 and 7. Bewick’s Br. Birds, 
Pt. 1. p. 75. May. p. 77- Fem 


Tu IS fpecies weighs about ten ounces, is thirteen 
inches in length, and twenty-eight in breadth. Bill fhort, 
fharp and deeply notched; cere yellow; irides dark hazel ; 


legs ftrong ; claws very long and fharp. 


The Kestret isthe moft common of the Britith Hawks ; © 
its principal food is mice, in que{t of which it may frequently 
be feen hovering in the air, and often is quite ftationary for a 
confiderable time. When preffed by hunger it is remarkably 
audacious, often pouncing at the birds ufed as decoys by 
bird-catchers ; and we remember to have feen one ftrike at 
a peeks confined in a cage, and fufpended againft the 

front 


front of a houfe, in one of the moft public fireets in 

London. On the firft of February 1812, while pafling along | 
Piccadilly, we perceived a Keftrel directing its courfe from 
behind St. James’s church ; whilft we were obferving it, a 
flight of pigeons from a neighbouring houfe attracted its notice, 
he immediately wheeled round and made a ftoop at one, which 
dexteroufly eluded his grafp ; not deterred by this failure, he. 
made a fecond pounce, in which he was more fuccefsful, and 
having truffed a bird, he took it ftill ftruggling to a pro- 
jeftion from the church, where he leifurely devoured it, 
notwithftanding it was fhot at, and attempted to be roufed by 
the fhouts of numerous paffengers, who were {peétators of 


this unufual circumftance, in one of the greateft thoroughfares 


in the metropolis. 


A imale which we kept alive for a confiderable time, was fed 
‘principally on birds and mice, it would BP cevour moft other 
kinds of {mall animals; when it had more than fufficient for a 
meal, it ufed to hide the remains, and frequently kept them till 
quite putrid, in which itate they were preferred to freth food. 


The young males refemble the female till after the fecond 
moult. Its provincial names are Stannel, or Stannel-Hawk, 
Steingal, Stonegall, Kaftril or Kiftril, Windhover, and 
‘W indfanner. 
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TETRAO UROGALLUS. 


WOOD GROUS, 


Generic CHARACTER. 


Bill convex, fhort, and very ftrong. 
Skin over the eyes bare. 

Noftrils covered with feathers. 
‘Tongue entire, pointed. 

Legs feathered. 

Claws concave. 


SYNONYMS, 


Terrao vurocatius. Lim, Syft. 1. p. 273. 1. Ind. 
Ose IPAS SAL. | 

Cock or THE Woop or Mountain. Albin's Birds, 

| 2, tab, 29, 30. | 

Woop or Great Grovs. Br. Zool. 1. 93. lab. 40. 

41. Lb. fol. M. M. Aré. Zool. 2. p. 

312. A. Ib. fupt. p. 62. Lath. Syite 

4. p. 729.1. Mont. Orn. Di. Vol. 

a. Bewick's Br. Birds, Pt. 1. p. 294. 


e 


| Iw fize this fpecies exceeds all our native land birds except- 
ing the buftard ; it varies very confiderably in weight and fize 3 
the one from which our figure was executed, is the largeft 
{pecimen we remember to have feen; it meafures three feet 


One 


one inch and a half in length, feven feet five inches in 
breadth, and weighed fifteen pounds two ounces and a half : 
its weight is ufually from nine to twelve pounds, and the 


length but feldom exceeds two feet eight to ten inches. 


Bill nearly three inches long, very ftrong, the upper mandible 
projecting, and hooked as in birds of prey ; irides yellowith ; 
fkin over the eye bare, of a brilliant fcarlet colour, which 
after the breeding feafon.changes to dull purple ; feathers on 
the chin and throat long and ruffed ; tail compofed of eighteen 
feathers, much rounded at the extremity ; legs ftrong, covered 
with hair-like feathers to the toes, the edges of which are very 
ftrongly pectinated ; claws fhort and blunt. A figure of the 


female will appear in a future number. 


This fpecies is nearly extin& in Great-Britain ; two inftances 
of its being killed in Scotland within thefe few years, are the 
only fatisfaétery accounts we have received of its being recently 
found in thefe kingdoms. One was killed by a gentleman (of 
the name of HENDERSON) near Fort-William, about fix years 
ago, and fent to Dundee ; but the veffel that conveyed it to 
London, was detained fo long on the paflage, that the bird 
became fo putrid that only the head and legs could be preferved. 
The other fpecimen was fhot by Captain Sranron, near 
Burrowftone-Nefs, two winters ago ; they were both males ; 
fome few are faid to be yet remaining in the pine forefts of 


Scotland, and alfo in the mountainous parts of Ireland, 


The Wood Grous is principally confined to extenfive traéts 
of pine wood, in the north of Europe ; it is alfo met with in 


Italy and on the Alps; it feeds on the feeds and young leaves 
of 


of fir, which give its flefh, very frequently, fo flrong a talte, 


as to render it unfit for the table. \ 


Dr. LatHam mentions “* that he is well informed, the 
neft of one found in Scotland, was placed on a Scotch fir ;” 
the female generally choofes a retired {fpot, andlays from eight 
to fixteen white eggs, {potted with yellow, on the ground 
among the grafs, and is faid to cover the eggs with leaves 
during her abfence from the neft ; the young run as foon as 


hatched. . 


«¢ The males and females live feparate, except from the 
beginning of F ebruary, when the male, morning and evening, 
mounts en the ftump of fome old pine, with his tail fpread 
and quills lowered to the feet, the neck protruded, and the 
head feathers ruffied. It makes a noife not unlike the whetting 
of a feythe, and repeats it alternately, and fo loud, as to be 
heard a great way off, at the fame time putting itfelf into 
ftrange attitudes. ‘This is a call for his feraglio of females, 
who attend the fummons; and this he continues to the end 


of March or beginning of April.” 


Our figure was executed from an uncommon fine {pecimen 
in the colleGtion of Mr. LEADBEATER, Brewer-Street, 
Golden-Square. 


Its provincial names are Cock of the Wood, Mountain- 
Cock, Capercalze, Caperkally, or Capercaile. 
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LANIUS COLLURIO. 


RED-BACKED SHRIKE. 
Sop 
Generic Cuaracter. See Lantus excubitor. 


SYNONYMS. 


Lanius Corrurio. Lin. Syf. 1. p. 136.12. Ind, 
LW Orn. 1. p. OQ. 11. 

Rep-BACKED SHrike. Br. Zool. 1. 72. Lb. fol. p. 74. 
tab. C. 1. Aré. Zool. 2.131. Lath. 
SVs te Ps TOP Den pte Paty 2s 
Mont. Orn. Did. Vol. 2. Bewick's 
Br. Birds, Pt. 1. p. 96. 

Lesser BurcuEr-BirD or Fiusner. Albin’s Birds, 

| Q. tab. 14. 


“Tuns {pecies is feven inches and three quarters in length, 
twelve in breadth, and weighs rather more than one ounce. 
Bill ftrong, with a deep notch near the tip ; irides dark hazel ; 
legs and claws ftrong, the latter particularly fharp; tail 
compofed of twelve feathers, the two centre ones of which 
are the longeft. ‘The female is rather larger, and differs fo 
confiderably in colour, that we purpofe giving a figure of it 


in a future number. 


It builds in thick low hedges, and fometimes the neft is 
placed on the ground, at the root of fome old ftump ; 
the neft is loofely compofed of mofs, roots, and wool, lined 

with 


with hair ; it lays five or fix white eggs, {potted with greyifh 
brown, chiefly at the larger end; the principal food of the © 
{pecies is beetles and other infects, thefe it is faid to 
transfix on a thorn, ‘and tearing off the body, leaves the re- 
mainder behind ; we never noticed this curious circumftance, 
but moft writers make mention of it; all we can fay is, that 
of numbers which we have examined, moft if not all of them, 
contained parts of the legs and wings; in one killed on the 
fecond of July, were two whole beetles and fome undigefted 
parts, the latter were in the ftate ufually found when prepared 
for ejecting, which this fpecies does in the manner of the — 


larger birds of prey. 


Both parents and young are very clamorous at the approach 
of any perfon near the nett, making a loud chattering noife ; 
the note of the brood is very fimilar to that of young fpar- 
rows. It is found plentifully in the vicinities of London and 
Briftol ; is alfo met. with in fome parts-of Wiltfhire, Glou- 
cefterfhire, Somerfetfhire, Suffex, Surrey, Middlefex, Effex, 
Hertfordfhire, and Yorkfhire, but in many other parts of this’ 


kingdom is entirely unknown. 


Its provincial names are Leffer Butcher-Bird, Jack-Baker, 
Flufher, Shrite, and Shreek or Skreck, a 
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STERNA HIRUNDO. 
COMMON £ERN. 


Generic CHaractes. See Sterna Boifii, 


SyNONYMS. 


Sterna Hirunpo. Lin. Syfi. 1. p.227.2. Ind. Orn, 
3 2. p. 807. 15. 
Common Tern. Br. Zool. 2. 284. tab. go. Lb. fol. 
: 144. tab. L.* Lath, Syn. 6. p. 361+ 
14. Mont. Orn. Did. Vol. 2. Be- 
wick’s Br. Birds, Pi. 2. p. 181. 


"Tars {pecies is fourteen inches in length, and twenty- 
nine in breadth ; it weighs about four ounces. Bill two inches 
and a half long, very fharp pointed; irides reddifh; tail 
much forked; legs and claws flender. Colour of the fexes 


alike. 


~The Common is the moft abundant of the Tern family ; 
in the {pring it is frequently met with at a great diftance from 
the fea; nearly two dozen of them were feen for fome days 
early in the year 1819, fkimming over a refervoir of the 
Grand Surrey Canal, above Sydenham ; about the fame time 


we heard of them from feveral other inland parts. 
| It 


It breeds on the fea-fhore, laying its eggs among the loofe 
. {tones without any neft ; the number of eggs are three or four, 
of an ‘* olivaceous brown, blotched and fpotted with dufky ;” 


is a noify reftlefs bird, particularly during the breeding feafon. 


This is a very active bird, and is feldom met with but on - 
wing, being almoft conftantly in purfuit of food, which con- 
fifts of infects and {mall fifth; on perceiving the latter it plunges 
with unerring "aim into the water, from whence it inftantly 
returns with its prey, -and is not known either to fwim or 
dive: it alfo purfues the {maller fpecies of gulls, thefe, in 
endeavouring to efcape, frequently difgorge their food, -which 
the ‘Tern catches before it reaches the water ; this perfecuting 
propentity has occafioned its provincial name of Gull-Teafer ; 


its other provincial names are Sea-Swallow and Black-Head. 


The fpecies is difperfed oyer all the northern fhores of 
Europe and America. 
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ADGA ALLE. 


LITTLE AWK. 


‘Generic Caaracter. See Alca Impennis. 


SYNONYMSs 


Atca Axte. Lin, Syft. 1. p. 211. 5. 

‘Greentanp Dove. Alvin's Birds, 1. tab. 85. 

Lirtie Awx. Br. Zool. 2. 233. tab. 82. Ib, fol. 1376 
tab, H. 4. fig. 1. “ArG. Zool. 2. tab. 
429. Lath. Syt, 5s Ps 927. Ate 
Ind. Orn. 2. p. 795. 10. Mont. Orn. 
Did. Vol. 1. Bewick’s Br. sh Ei 


2. - epee 


| Lenctu about nine inches. Bill ftrong, fhort, and blunt, 
feathered on the upper fides nearly half its length; irides 
reddifh hazel; legs and feet ftrong.. Colours of the fexes | 
alike.. ' 


This isa rare {pecies, being but very feldom met with fo far 
fouth as Britain, iscommon in Iceland, Greenland, Spitzber- 
gen, and Newfoundland; Mr. Goucu, of Middlefhaw, _ 
informs us, ‘¢ that one was caught apparently much exhautfted, 
in a brook which runs through his garden, Nov. 21, 1807 ;”° 
and adds, ‘ that he received accounts of its being feen generally 
in the fame exhaufted flate, at various places about Kendal 

and Lancafter.”” 
| = & The 


wThe food of dhs curious little bea is fmalt fifh and infeds ; : 
Bewick menti ons chat the one from which ie figure was taken, 


< was caught alive on the Durham coaft, and was fora thor 


time fed on grain.” 


) 


It breeds in Greenland and the. other afore-named places, 


f< and is faid to lay two eggs 3 they are lar rger than thofe of a. 
pigeon, of a bluth white colour,” . 
About the latter end of May 1812, ‘a fine fpecimen of 


Alca arética (the Pullin) was taken on the Thames near 


Chelfea, by a fifherman, who kept it alive for fome days 5 : 


we. are at lofs to conceive by what unaccountable accident this. 


Sid 


neareft place to which the {pecies is known to refort, is the 
cliffs of Dover. 


bird fhould have wandered fo far from the fea coatt, as the » 
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